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ABSTRACT

In Khevsurian and Megrelian, despite their territorial separation, similar/shared
linguistic phenomena (phonetic, morphological, lexical) are attested. These shared
features are, for the most part, archaic, characteristic of Common Georgian. At the
same time, certain phenomena may have developed later and independently; even
in such cases, the similar changes rest on a common foundation. The existence of
similar phenomena in related speech codes is explained by their shared origin together
with the manifestation of the language’s inherent (immanent) potential. Owing to
these regularities, Khevsurian and Megrelian — which are not connected by direct
territorial neighborhood and between which, accordingly, direct influence is excluded
— nonetheless exhibit identical/similar linguistic features:

1.In both speech codes, the vowel i develops within consonant clusters
containing a sonorant: Khevs. pirchkhili — Meg. birtskha ,fingernail®; Khevs., Meg.
tirtoli ,,trembling®; Khevs. kirkili, Meg. kikili (< krkili) ,,moth/clothes-moth*“; Khevs.
kilde, Meg. kirde ,cliff, rock”.

2. In Khevsurian (as in Old Georgian), the possessive function is expressed by
the genitive-adverbial form (with the ending -is+-ad), which corresponds in Megrelian
to -ish+-o(t): Khevs. gul-is-ad — Meg. gur-ish-o(t) ,for the heart“; Khevs. dgh-is-ad —
Meg. dgha-sh-o(t) ,,for the day*.

3. Following the archaic pattern, the suffix -es attaches, in both Khevsurian and
Megrelian, to verb forms expressing past tense. Khevs.: tser-d-es ,,they were writing®
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(imperfect), tser-es ,they wrote“ (aorist). Compare Meg.: charund-es ,they were
writing“ (imperfect), char-es ,they wrote“ (aorist).

4. In Khevsurian and in Megrelian-Laz, the formation of the subjunctive series
is unified, with the suffix -a attaching: Khevs. tserd-a-s (Subjunctive I) ,may they be
writing“, tser-a-s (Subjunctive II) ,may they write,“ daetser-a-s (Subjunctive III) ,may
it be written“. Compare Meg.: charund-a-s (Subjunctive I) ,may they be writing®,
char-a-s (Subjunctive II) ,may they write“, ucharud-a-s (Subjunctive III) “may it be
written®.

5. Khevsurian and Megrelian attest shared word-forms: Khevs. naghveri
/ nakhori — naptsykveni, napshveni; compare Meg. nakhveri — napkhveni, nagavi;
Khevs. kichila — Meg. kitsa ,headscarf, veil“; Khevs. kriste — Meg. kirse / kise
~Christmas, the feast of the Nativity“; Khevs., Meg. pirtvi ,lung®;, Khevs., Meg.
tsvertsvi ,,pea®.

The speech codes under analysis are parts of a single linguistic system, in which
the existence of shared features is the result of the operation of internal laws — a
process that is entirely natural and regular in the speech both of neighboring and of
geographically distant regions alike.

Keywords: Georgian/Kartvelian dialects, Khevsur dialect, Megrelian speech.
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©50350ml 300093, IMsgmmdomndo 30 -5 bmgodbo Lobgbgs; 3-Bgh-s5-m,
3-Bgh-s-on...

»093bYOMEdo dglsdg 3sgdoMgdomols RME@TIdo 0d305m0s: Tgb M0
39J65L dmBm3MELsM. 353306gd0m0 gbsdol bsgzwmo swfigMomo gm®Igdo
0bdsMgds bemendg. oy.: BsGHoBogr 0ggsl. d®. BogEobsl (FobFstomeno 1960:
144).

Bmyxg® gdsmcmdog 9906096905 35380M980m0L [Fo®Imgds -5 Lrygodloom
dmbsemmebgmo -9 byyxodbol boggmam; Mo BmyEs, 430MowDy #3033
©530m365.... (0g39: 117).

393 Omem-esBM®Io, byglyMrymol Asgegliog, 393d0Mgd0mols BmMIZd0
-5 gmM3sbGHom offs®dmgds. AgaMmedo 3oMm3gen-dgmeg 30MHgddo -5 Lmaodbl
96533@gds -9 (3mbByHognco 33woEgdom), EsbYMIo 3o yggws 306>
©5 Mogbzdo dbmwme -5 LMgodlo o0bIsMmgds. IMs3mdomdo IgMeEls
©5 WsBM®Io, olgzg Gmamd3 bgzlvyGrydo, JMHMIEIOHMO -5 BnOIBE
353moyggbgds.

3@ wo @sbnHo
ab. 6. 96. 6. ab. 6. 96. 6.
I 35330Mgdomo
3/3-3560bo-5/g 3/3-350b-5-00 3/3-F5OIB--> 3/3-FoMY%3-O-5-0
Jo6beo-s/g Fo6rmbo-s-o Fo6B--5 Fo6r8--5-0
Fo6rmbgo-5-U Fo6rb-co-5-6 F56rx8-0-5-b Fo6rmB-0-5-6
II 35390698000

3/3-356-5/9 3/3-Fo6r-5-» 3/3-Fo6-5 3/3-Fo6-5
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Jo®-d/9 Jo0-0-0 Jo-s JoO-0-»

Fo6-5-U Fo6-5-6 F56-5-b F56-5-6

b599g360gMM OEHIMsGHNMsd0o X g ™dI6 353806098000l BMGTsmS -5
005 -9 5180gdLgdoL MOM0YOHMT0IsMJdsBY. 930 3ILJOM0 MZsLEBOHOLOL
dobgz0m, 35390693000l doM0M®, 300356 TsfsMmIMGdE® -9 SGOL
90Bbgmo (Bogmdsgs 1936: 139-140).

353906900m0l  BM®Toms  [oMmdmgdol  Logzombmsb  ©s393d0Mgd0m
39dmomg3s g9blibzsggdmmo dmlsbMmgdgdo: o) II 353doMgdomols Foedmgds
5303000901905 yzgGowol / bsdygm doMmomool FoMmdmgdsby, 39Mdmc,
Omas §939¢0wdo -9 byxgodlo 33943u, II 3o3doMgdomdo -m bodsbo 3397690,
bowe GmEs §939¢0wdo -0 96 bymo ©sbGhogds, II 3sg3doMgdoxndo -5
bmazodbo 3erobgds (Bodmdsgs 1936: 142; 8s60dg 1973: 433); 3) 35380MmgdoMOL
65085605 bdstgds ©535330MJOIME0S  JOMESTIZMIS-ZIMMIIEMdILMSE:
35053560 BIBYOM6 -9 33543V, R9MWT330gBdMSB 30 — -5 s -m (F0BOMOS
1974: 101); @) II 35390693000 -5/-9 BMOIBGHS 2533 gbsls sblsbOZMgL
LsgM9gbo dmdBgdol LGHOYIEHMES:-g Lyygodbo 08 gd8mbggzsdo g3sgdal, MmEs
LogMgbo 3mMHEgds s0bodbryeo bdmgbols dg9;339w0s, bgs dgdmbgggsdo -»
B®3sbE0 0bBoMgds (ymymersdgowo 1984: 83-89).

-5/-9 BMGIBEHId0 35380HIB0MOL BMOIocs FofoMdmgdEs© 335J3L
39a6edoy. -5 33b3wYds 393806MYdoMOL Y39es BMMTsLmsb (3oMols s
6oEbgol gs6mMBggws), bmwm -9 mxgodio dbmmwmep db. Gogbgol I-II
3069030 g53moygbgds (Kummmmze 1914: 065-067; Bogmdasgs 1936: 140).

-5/-g  bogodbos  [oMdmOsgermdsls @ M0 gMHmdodsmomgdsls
bbgoolibgsa35Ms blibosb:

393906900m0L ,,-5 1965 0gmU JsBovendo 3538009d0m0L ofoMdmgdgero
doGomso brxgodbol -9-U 396mbEBMmIogMo dglis¢ygolo...-gg bs ogmls
BMb9E0399M3 3585MEH0390v)0 ITBTsMY LoBYzs 9@g GmI“ (Bodmdsgs 1936:
139-140).

906.: 5-60560 35380690000 ,,{id0bEs* 39380MHYBOM0s, 9-60s60 BMOTJd0
90090705 5-6056 BMMHIPPbg 060 ,,HMI“ 35380MHOL sMMZ0m: dFsMMBs-
0bo > 3350 mbgobo > 3 Fs0bggbo > dFsermbjbo (3sMEHMbos 1958: 235).

dga6rendo 39380698000l doMmomoEo dsfjs®mdmgdgmo -5 bmxodlos,
6mdgog Jodormo -9 bmgodlol 933035¢9630s. -9 60dsbo gmbg@Eozm®o
(3390 gd0L Loggmdzgubg Bsbl domgdwero.

bogbOmeol 0EIbGWe 30050905l 330839690 sbMOo, Lowss
393906900m0b 60dbsg Fbmenm -5 Lyygogbo gsdmoygbgds.

3. angdbogs

bggbyyemelbs s Igaewdo  EILAYIOEIdS  LogMmM/Alsglo
bodyzsxm®adgdo, OGMImgdog  39M339Mer  990mbggzgddo  gOHmMBsoG
BOINdO03-UgdsbEBH03MO  (33¢0wgdIPRL  930839698L.  LLoWMLEHMIGOM
60dwdgdo:

bg3L. BoGBME? — ob. 355BOODBMEIGOL (=559Mgm0gdls). . 0. K}653.:
BODMO (F0obFsGsmamo 2005).

906M. 393M. BoGDBMEO — BGMosEo, BOHHYbs, dBMowo, Bmbybo. Hos-
605 (Jmdogroos 2010).
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bggl. m3sengs — 1. ;Zmd, EIMZWs, 2. agdlol 6 GHoMowol Ggdu@ol
0g0s, gdbmds, BHoM0ogo). dsboom GHoMOo — 030399, M3 0356035 (3.
Joa: dsboo).

9006. 9. 035¢0Ms — 1. 3o, 2. Im:gdom GHoMOE0, 3OS (Joxs0d
2001).

bggl. @sb3Fs — mmz0m BLZgMRBMfEMmo bol bsfmmo (FobFsmomwo
2005).

906. Ig0. E3®F0, Ws®Fs — 1. foliggoemol bsfoemo, Hmdmomsg Lagnsls
59396 96 s§i9396 030l Fobgz0m, BJ30¢0 MbEIM vy WIHLOWO; 2. 03039,
053 @563, 6533, — 6o3Fo, J3sd0lL BsdmMLs3oOo X5F30 Mo 393bEbY. .
3B, 363> — 090395, Moz s®Fs, 6535, — bogs; 3000l BsdMLs30©O X330
9m5396bBY. 6535 — B3, FmozgEberbyg J3500l Bs3mMLS30EO X330 (Joxs0s
2002).

bggl. bsmggMo — 6sy3d3gbo, asgmomo 3560 (s, dgfiz0...); BobmGo —
65333960, 659393900 // Lo ysEe LMBEOL 656BIBIdO X 350T0, BoliaMswmo
(FobFs@smemo 2005). dc. bsmgg@o (3Mmmb. Job.) — bgwoom ysEEowo
ds¢gemo (gbgmobs b mbobs) (Jgaem); BabmMo (bggl.) — Bogbgzg®o 2 — 3meols
659930 (EmbEo 1984).

9006. 9ga6. bsbgg®o — 1. bs33Mgbo (3.396.) — bogbgg®o, bsgbggbo; 2.
653030 (Joxs0s 2002).

bggl. 60534500 — ds¢0sb LfMsxz0 (FobFstsmano 2005).

9006. 993M. 603b6gdsMo — 6053J5M0. 2osG). 900EIOMMo dEobsGY.
6056750085 gBs3> — 6053JoMmBg 803905 // 390F). 396053909, odMHMdS (Joxs05
2009).

bggl. M3Bd> — 3960l LozgBHo M30bols — 3awodg (A. Lsds, b. Bd., .
Bmd., Joae, J.0mf. GMsbs, . 8s6., 3.99B. Mo, 3mFs, aM. 3. xox., MsDO)
(306 FsGomeo 2005); G5B — 3060 oMEslsEdgEo 63065 (mMdgEosbo 1993).

3920. ®3B5 — M3Ds, 350 56 BGobxMOL sLIIBHO (Joxs0s 2002).

bg3L. Jogogs — Bogol 8300, 35G350 Gowo. I. 3. bmd. Jodogapod,
™. Jox. Jogoso (FobFs@smemo 2005).

09006. 399M. Jodogo — Jobdaws (Joxsos 2002).

bgal. JoBos — 5385¢0, emgBsgo (FobFsMoreo 2005). Ip. JoBogs //
JoBogsbo (bggls., 093.) — ool MsglisdM®s30, 15385¢0. JoBowspd (cmd.)
— Bodos, Jsemols msgLsdM™Ms30 (embEo 1984).

906. 993M. Jogd — 05395¢00; MbYEo MsgLs3M30; ghsdo, dsboo;
Joegdol msglsbvMo Mbms 6sgdlimgzo; Jogos — 3606. dsbowo (Joxsos 2002).

bg3L. JoBsmBL — 05359mBY, 37B6EHOGNMBMBY (F0bFoMsweno 2005).

906. dga®. JobBsgo — Fahizo-aegxs, dmmliggb®mds (Joxsos 2002).

bg3L. JEobBg — 8mds, 0MmMHMdOL 3309 MOl EEYLELHsvyo ,,Mds,
603gmULsg bgaly®eyms 333056 ,.gMobBg™ (F0bFomomano 2005).

39260. oMby — 020399, M3 Jobg — Bmds (Joxs0s 2002).

bogl. 3900 — dmFHowo ©s GHMGIORYMY30b9dmmo by (FobFscomemo
2005). 3g6. 390’ (3.) — InFHowO, EsMIMBs3909wo M350 by; F9MHo?
(am®.) — 9Gp3s5emo by, M30MsGHIbs IMeYbol dmamdm dmeo, 0ygbgdgb
Ls0dobEOL 0s¢350 s LEdBsE Lobedo (PembEo 1984).
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3930. 3960 — Im3FMowo, smdmdsggdgwo IMy35¢o by, OMIGElbss
bsbodobol  0sBo39  04gbgdgh. Lodyzs 9O BodloMgds dgacrmyem
gdlozmbgddo.

bggL. bo! —boMob 396 aLEBYZ06gd0 Bgdsbogro [. . 3500.: bo, L.
096090.: bo-m! Lsds: bgg] (FobFoMomero 2005). 3. bo (Boow.) — bsGol
dB3Mm0L 2969330l Fgdsboro (embdo 1984).

9. Iga6. bo M Mg —,,30 s 565 (39BgMEOL Fgdsbowo bs®olsdo)
(Joxo05 2009).

bg3gL. bbg — 080399, o3 bbosbo (FobFs@smemo 2005). 9. bbg (0dgh.,
29960.) — bbogMo, bsbsBImmo, Imbnso (RembEo 1984). bby (3mmb. 0dg.)
- 1. bbog©o, bsb3o Fglrmeo, 2. Fermgzsbgds, sLogo (Joawr).

9. 9936M. bbg — bbogMo, Bs6Jo Fglivyaro. Lodyzs s sGol Ig@sboro

3936 gdlozmbgddo.

6030 gdbozMeo ghmgMEgdols ghmbsoto Embydoznmo fFooom
033905 353500mMYO0:

bggL. 303dgBo — 3989B0 (F0bFoMswmemo 2005).

d00®. 89 ™. 359gBo, 358990, 3583980, 358dgBO (Joxs05 2002).

bg3L. 396305 — 396L0s (B®. J. dmf., 3. byd., — 396305) (F0bFsGoyEo
2005).

9o6. 9ga6M. 396305 — 396Los (Joxs0s 2002).

bg3L. 85830 — 8330 (FobFsMsmero 2005).

9co6. 9ga6M. Bo80 — Bs3z30 (Joxs0s 2002).

bg3L. BoMG30 — BoB30 (BEG. Lds, . gmb., L. Igbom., BMGES)
(306 Fotrsmamo 2005).

906M. 393M. BoMGHZ0 — Bow B30 (Joxs05 2002).

bg3L. 3390330 — 396330 (F0bFoMsmemo 2005).

906. 9936. 339ME30 — 3903305 356G 3mlbol BgbBm (Jmdsenos 2010).

L3365

boglGmelbs s 9@ do EEsLGHWOIIMEo dugeglo 9bmdMog0
(306903960, IMORMEMY0MH0, Wgdlol®o) Bogégdo dgodengds Soblbsls
b Lsghom omimdsgmmmdon (Gmamda shdommwo dmgzwgbs), 6 3owgg
5309300090  39630m5MPPMmo  3BGmEgligdol dggas  sBgbows
(Abgsgbo  BMIMBdM03-1gdsbB03NMO F5M0530gdOM). PoBboo dobogrs
650900 ©ILEWMYds5 080LY, OMA LvsbsePoBM JsMmgzgmmm®o bsdgByzgerm
3000900 LsgBmem gbmdM0g0 LoLEJdol bsfomgdos, §gglolgdgdos; LagMomm/
dugsgbo 60dbgdol sMLYdMBS Jobsgsbo 396mbydols dcmgdgwgdols ggy0s, M3
605 3M69dM030 s 396mbBMTogho 3GmEglios Hmym®E dmdoxbsgg,

0lg 39M3MIBOMESE AMMYOOo 3mbggdol 3g¢Y39egdsdo.




50 9. ©dosbo
299eggbgdwo wob)GsOYHs

399969ge0dyg... 1965 — o. 3o8YMH9er0dg, . 85353500560, LembsBEGHMs LoliBgds s
50@9BHo JsOHmMZgeme 969ddo. mdogrolio, 1965.

3090690330¢0... 1978 3. 3030690393000, B. Lotk 39w sdY, 6sBsmglsmdomsto
9005600 g8000Ls s 65B50glsMBOMM0 EBOTEEgdOMOL SO dggew
JoOrmmEols s JsGmgzgememo gbgdols dGMB35ms LolEgdsdo. 86935¢01530,
VI. odogrolso, 1978.

3Mmamemsdgomo 1984 — 3. amammsdz0e0, GM-30mms dgmMg LMool
BMM3gB0 sbogw JoGmerdo. mdogrolio, 1984.

o0ongw®os 1937 — 3. 0omgw®os, Bmaoghmo dGB3ol g96gBolobsmgol
39a6man-3sbm®do. 960d30L dmsddy, 1, 1937.

00@MO0s 1954 — 3. OOBMO05, M0G0z dmgzmgbsms ghmyzsmmzs6o
3Om3gLbo Jommzgen® 9698d0: 0dgGMome-3533580M0 9bs0g3boghgds, XI.
®d0grobo, 1954.

3903005 1958 — 3. 35GGHMDB0S, 35300MHIPOMMS FoMBmgdolsmzgols IgyMwyedo:
oby bAIbGMs isdgEbogmm IHmAgdol 3Mgdmeo, Ne8. 1958.

30DoM0d5 1974 — 5. 30DOMOS, JsBNMEo gbs (363gdGH03T0). Mmdoolo, 1974.
65399905 2012 — 3. 6539gd0s, JoOMNZIIHO Labgerols dGMBIdOL 356015005,
omdogrobo, 2012.

§o300005099 1985 — 0. Jogmo®sdy, Jodmneo gbol Imbgm®o oswrgd@o.
mdogobo, 1985.

Joxs05 2001-2009 — . Jox 509, AJaMHE-Jotroremo egdiozmbo, mmb Gmdsc.
&- 1-2001, ¢. I1 - 2002, @. III — 2002, @. IV (c0sds@gdsbo) —2009. mdogrobo.
Jo6os... 2015 — 3. JoMos, . gHMYds0s, . 39000030, 0. Rmbeys, EWsBWH-
39360 3M535¢303s. I. dmOHRmEMmy0s. mdogolo, 2015.

Jd5em0s 2010 — 5. Jmdsgros, 8ga@rvywo wgdlozmbo. mdowobo, 2010.
eb@o 1984 — JsGovya 30em-0gdsms Lodygzol 3mbs. mdowolo, 1984.
856009 1973 — 5. 56009, JsMonmeo gbol 35353030l bsgmdzmwgdo. mdoerolo,
1973.

Bogmd335 1936 — 56b. Bodmdsgzs, F56mGol 3®s9sEH03mmo sbswobo. Ggowobo,
1936.

Bogdmdogs 1942 — Bogdmdsgs s@b., Lobgerol gmdol «dzgmglio s3gdwengds
JoOmz9@® gb9gddo. mdogrolo, 1942,

3m@3s60dg 1978 — g. 3m3960dg, Bsto osemgd@o. mdowolo, 1978.
Jobgo@omemo 1960 — 5. FobFsGsmewo, bgalvMnmols ms30LgdMMmYdsbo.
®dogobo, 1960.

Job3s@smemo 2005 — 5. FobFomommo, bgzlmdmmo wgdlozmbo. mdowobo,
2005.

X™OdY65dg 1989 — B. }xmGHdY659Y, Js00EX0 EOIEgIHMEMY0s, I. MdoEobo,
1989..

RMOHdY65d9 1998 — xmMHBYHs9Y d., Jor0r99E0 OsYIEHMEMY0s, II. Mdogrobo,
1998.

Kummmpze 1914 — U, Kummmpze, 'pamMmaThka MHHTPEIBCKOTO (HBEPCKOTO)
A3bIKa ¢ xpecToMaTtned u cinoBapeM, C.I16., 1914. foabdo: o. yogdodg, MBRgmwmo
0bbmwgdsbo. mdowolo, 1994.
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