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ABSTRACT

The article concerns the spiritual transformation of the protagonist of Vazha-
Pshavelays poem ,,Aluda Ketelauri®. In the authorys view, the human spiritual world,
moral choice, and inner conflict portrayed in the work reach such heights that the
poem transcends a simple poetic plot and is transformed into a philosophical-ethical
treatise.

In order to grasp this transformation, the author of the paper assigns particular
significance to two symbolic and powerful episodes in the poem: Vazha)s winged
phrase — It is good always to have an enemy“ — and Aluda)s dream. Both of these
moments serve as a mirror of Ketelauri>s inner world, in which the hero>s moral
ascent is clearly visible.

»It is good always to have an enemy® sounds paradoxical at first, since enmity
is, as a rule, presented to us as a negative category; yet for Vazha, an enemy is not
merely one who comes with sword and blood, but also one who tests a personys moral
fortitude, against whom the individual acquires the capacity to struggle with himself.

The paper clearly demonstrates that ,,always having an enemy* does not signify
perpetual war, but rather a spiritual readiness that does not permit a person to lose the
voice of conscience and the sense of dignity. ,,Always having an enemy* is a form of
spiritual combat that does not submit to custom, but instead protects the human being.

A dream, as is well known, frequently expresses a personys subconscious,
hidden feelings, and inner truth. In the authors view, Ketelauri’s dream is precisely
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a revelation of his spiritual anguish and conscience, which becomes the decisive
driving force behind Aludays choice. The two episodes complement one another, and
by combining them the author of the paper constructs a complete picture of the heroys
spiritual transformation.

The paper shows how a person moves from chaos toward calm, from enmity
toward tolerance, from external violence toward accord with conscience. Such a
transformation of Vazhays hero carries a universal, humanity-wide message — that
true strength and success lie in victory over oneself, which ultimately leads to spiritual
elevation.

The study is grounded in ethical interpretation — an evaluation of the characters»
conduct and decisions through moral categories, in accordance with the relationship
between the individual and the community. Methods of comparison and analysis are
employed, by means of which the substantive connections between the two episodes
are established, a model of the process of spiritual transformation is discerned, and the
significance of Aludays inner conflict and moral choice is brought into relief.

Keywords: Vazha-Pshavela, the poem ,Aluda Ketelauri“, moral elevation,
spiritual transformation, symbolism of the dream.
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