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ABSTRACT

The chronicle of the Zhamtaaghmtsereli (the ,,Chronicler of the Times®) mentions
the toponym Dzegli — specifically, a mountain ,,which is called Dzegli, upon which
stands the church of Saint George, which lies [between] Opiza and Midznadzori®.

Mount Dzegli is located in Turkey, in historical Klarjeti, near Opiza. The ruins
of the church are still preserved on the mountain. The memory of the local population
preserves information concerning a number of ancient traditions and the beliefs and
conceptions of past generations. Beside the church lies a ziareti (pilgrimage/veneration
site). The ziareti and the tradition of pilgrimage associated with it are linked to the
veneration of sacred places, the fulfillment of certain obligations, the offering of
sacrifice, and so on.

In this tradition of pilgrimage, a clear trace of the most ancient cultures is still
visible today, along with rituals transformed under conditions of religious syncretism,
and an order and sequence of practices that may appear uniform across different ethnic
groups, yet in which specific, distinguishing details can always be found — details
shaped, over the course of centuries, within the historical, religious, and cultural
epochs of one people or another.

In the mountainous region of Eastern Georgia, and particularly in Khevsureti,
the word dzegli is attested, together with a tradition connected to this word. ,,Dzegli“
denoted a certain obligation, a vow... This obligation was connected with visiting a
shrine, the performance of a certain ritual, and so on.
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It may be said that, in the mountainous region of Eastern Georgia, ,,dzegli“ is
connected both to a shrine and to an ancient ritual. On the other hand, in discussing
the meaning of the Klarjetian ,,dzegli“ and the oral histories of the local population, it
must be borne in mind that, in the Coruh basin, the toponym is attested precisely at a
former church site — a place that is, at the same time, connected with the tradition of
pilgrimage veneration.

»Dzegli“, together with a number of other toponyms of the Coruh basin, as well
as the diverse narratives connected with specific places, constitutes eloquent fragments
of cultural and historical information and of the collective memory of the regions
population, and offers the possibility of discussing the formation of cultural identity
and its transformation over the centuries. In this case, we believe, one may speak of
linguistic markers that connect a place to historical events, to traditions characteristic
of a unified Georgian cultural space, and to emotional fragments of collective
memory... all the more so since it is precisely such toponyms that constitute ,,sites of
memory“ — places that sometimes bring the past to life in the present seemingly quite
clearly, but which, when it comes to the Coruh basin, must in most cases, we should
probably say, be understood as doing so accompanied by symbolic associations.

Keywords: Pshav-Khevsureti, Klarjeti, Mount Dzegli, ziareti, the Dzegli
tradition.
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SO gdb.

- 090y LOMwgdgb dubzgm3wdgfomzol  Godmowlsg. 04690
d39wgdcmo 0639blogmdom Mo, FogMsd 30MIOIO, 35EIOIOTILGISE
509070 Abzgr3edgfjom3oL Boghgdby XIMo3 Y399095b.




dggmals Boobgonls Bgdada oliymbogdo 3modzgmnwsb s dggmal hdowogas gdag-bggbnédgmdo 279

- bY0BGIOGLMS, HMI BMOMOL DosMgml 3538060 dMEs 5dobEols
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B. 3o60b bbsfgmdo 30dloMgdmos BmMmol Bosgmol Labgghas®gdogs:
»33795 ©mIgb  ©o35M3Mwo 9d69ds, 9300 oM ggmemb®... — ULfimeMgo
LoH39PoMgdoL obss®lBg Formomgdl. I3y gb Bsdmbomgzgswo LMy
LYOSPOL 5O boBOgL. BMODOL DosMgMO  FMO35¢xkbJ309MH0s ©S 0f
B900L30gHo Labggfa®om godergds dobgers. MwdEs 3MOMMOGHIBJO0 5953
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3Mb3MgEHwo olEGMMOYO0 506 IMm394s3L, Boa®sd s©3608bs3m, MmA
9ma30L389605 5M59MmM0 533530 0oL Fglobgd, BosMgomol Bswrom s dgfhgzbom
OHMAMO 2ob03mebs 5350TYmB0o, GMYME A59bLbs dgwo 009YSIFIOE
Jols 0399 355U, MMM 459hbs MB30¢Ml 3000 s 5.8.
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LHmMg 6o3m do®ol Bgdmblighgdrmen Bsbsfg®gdby Lord®mmdEs. 39Mdm,
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B0sMgmgd0 8mddg Dosegmgdo 56006 (Ozder 2017, 29). JmG9z560L dmo
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30EBX 0L MoombTo. mdiEs Lodmmg 56 A5TIMOHOEbIZL ImATg BosGYINdOL
d9L5AYGOELMBS.

MGm  93980m@©  BBL  Imddg  Bosgmadol  dmGHogzo  FmOmbol
B99mf9eby, L3gMT0.39M0ME: 3535JIBRIL, MBIV, Jetrgsls (beadysl),



280 3. Boobatodg

0MEy® IO BosMmgmMadol xamz0, boswbumo Gfdgbom, 9.f. 9mddy
Loanm(303900s (ziyaretlerle ,kardes), obobo g0Mmsbgml ,bgogzgb”. wucd™
DMLGo©, 99 H00bs sy gdol IxksM39egdo 56wy bmemgdo, 8vdozsE
MON0JOHNMOID JOHMTbgJNMb. gl 9GOl ToLBHOIMMO 353060, GMIOL
doeoms 0Lobo g MHga0Mbl IgSMZMdIb.

bg306M0  obEHMM0gool  dobgzom, 98 Dosmgmgddo  L3geol
MO GHIHogdol 3339wo §dobsbgdol bsde®bgdos. Fsmo ,d0Mds“ sbvy
JoLEBH0ZMMO 3036035309, 39300600 MHBOHWB39WYMRL 3M IO BHIOOGHMOOOL
- beogegdol, @&yYggdol, dobz®gdol, Ywgw@Egbowgdol, dodmbgwol
3bg00b... 335l FBHMOLOYD, 530LTBMIHBZIWO 5sd0s69d0LYb, LEGHOJom®o
“199©)M93930Lsb. 8obos Lrymgdls 37doz0 3938060 5§300 JOMB6YNMS.
9395000l 05bsbBsg, 59 36300MOL TG IMYdJ0 boyero Lsbfomwo
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033090 28060900l OO MM bmds dobws yomMao gobs; Jo@odberol
®IgMHmgdo §0obws gwosw 0gd3bgb; boymuogmgdols sd@msgo JowrmdgMomo
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5 39300 93¢9LoSLMSD LFMMYE o0 LEGEsZ0s.
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