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ABSTRACT

Pshav-Khevsureti, with its ethnocultural heritage, represents a distinctive
phenomenon within Georgian culture, one in which custom, morality, and an ethical
code constitute the principal rule of life. Within this cultural system, gender roles
are clearly defined; yet behind them one frequently finds social tension, symbolic
balance, and ethical order. Vazha-Pshavela, as a representative of mountain culture,
does not merely describe this reality but analyzes how tradition and humanism
interact within a gendered context.

The aim of the present paper is to analyze the Pshav-Khevsurian ethnocultural
model and gender relations on the basis of Vazha-Pshavela’s publicistic writings —
how gender relations are organized within the system of Pshav-Khevsurian custom;
how Vazha-Pshavela carries out an ethnographic and moral interpretation of these
relations; and to what extent his vision moves beyond the framework of traditional
gender structure and offers a humanistic alternative.

Pshav-Khevsurian society takes shape as a system founded on custom, in
which human dignity, courage, and labor are regarded as the highest values. The
social balance of the community is maintained through collective responsibility and
moral purity.

In Vazha’s texts, questions of gender grow into a broader moral problematic: a
person is judged not by sex, but by spiritual strength. It is precisely in this humanistic
approach that his contemporaneity is revealed — the author succeeds in grasping
the ethnocultural reality of traditional society from the vantage point of a universal
humanity.

In Vazha-Pshavela’s publicistic writings, tradition and progress are not set in
opposition to one another, but rather complement one another. In mountain culture,
the relationship between woman and man represents not a relationship of power, but
an equal relationship of dignity, labor, and morality.

Keywords: the publicistic writings of Vazha-Pshavela, mountain ethnoculture,
gender aspects, Pshav-Khevsureti.
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