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ALEXANDRE KHAKHANASHVILI - AN EXPERT OF THE GEOR-
GIAN LANGUAGE

I'he public figures of the 60-ics of the 19" century who struggled for the
aissance and development of the three sacred things (the Language, the Fatherland
the Faith) of the Georgian nation were very active in the process of research and
Hy of the language and culture. From this point the role of the professor Alexandre
ikhanashvili (1864-1911) is great. He founded “the Chair of the Georgian Language
Speech™ together with the Georgian students at Moscow University.

In September 16, 1901 he delivered his first lecture to a multitudinous
itorium A. Khakhanashvili underlined the question why it is necessary to be
rested in the problems of Georgian language study, that the foreign researchers
Fking on the questions of the Georgian language (Brossct, Biurniph, Muller) either
not know the Georgian Language and they werce not able to state its place in the
uistics or they knew it but not too well. For this reason he thought that it was
cssary to have a thorough knowledge of this language and then defining to which
uistic group it should belong to Indo-European or Ural-Aleutian (as Mari Brose
Max Muller tricd to prove) or it should belong to separate (as Fredric Muller
1ght). .

It is necessary to point out Alexandre Khakhanashvili’s specch at the X
rnational Congress of Oricntalists (Geneva, 1894) and X1 International Congress
is, 1897) where he expressed very interesting idcas about the Georgian Language.
Jordania, a participant of the congress, discusses the mentioned problem in the
‘le published in the journal “Kvali™.
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