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OTAR GOGOLISHVILI

THE EDUCATOR
(ZAKARIA CHICHINADZE AND ACHARA)

Zakaria Chichinadze has special contribution to Achara. Apolon Tsuladze’s
ok “Brotherly Word” provides an objective rendering of Zakaria Chichinadze’s
ustrious deeds and exploits done in favor of the Georgian Muslims. He traveled
lage by village in Achara-Kobuleti several times on foot studying the history of the
ﬁion, carrying out truly valuable work that can hardly be overestimated. During his
p from on place to another Zakaria Chichinadze distributed Georgian books free to
¢ aspiring population and at the same time conducted lessons to spread literacy
ong Georgians. He made many disciples who then followed his steps to continue
ching reading and writing in the area.

In 1894 Zakaria Chichinadze wrote: “For three years now I have traveled in
t villages of Achara discovering more than 350 villages. Everywhere Georgian
pslems speak Georgian... I have even distributed Georgian books in Achara.”

Every Georgian book delivered in Achara had been provided with the alphabet

the first and last pages to ease the learning process. The method proved to yield
sitive results.
Zakaria Chichinadze’s patriotic, zealous work and truthful words opened
es of Moslem Georgians and animated Georgian spirits into their mentality. The
tharans felt a kinship with Zakaria Chichinadze and developed very strong love
vards him.

Having in mind the historical period of Zakaria Chichinadze’s activities in Achara

devotion was no less, if not more, than the demonstration of the national heroism.
karia Chichinadze stayed several days in each and every village to have necessary
ne for making records about the everyday life of the people and history of the
tality. Later he would publish his records as books and gave them free of charge
the Georgian Moslems. The same books could be found in various bookstores in
¢ country for the purpose of encouraging the general public to familiarize the
tory and customs of their Mohammedan brothers.
| In 1881 the ‘Society of Spreading Literacy among Georgians’ opened the first
torgian school for Georgian Moslems in Batumi. Zakaria Chichinadze greatly rejoiced
the fact. At that period it was a no easy task to provide the complete financial
port for the school. To this end the ‘Society’ often arranged charity events in
tumi to raise money for the maintenance of the school. Zakaria Chichinadze took
active part in those events giving the school books and textbooks free of charge
it were quite expensive then.
| In Tribuni, the newspaper, N 138 of 1922, Petre Mirianashvili wrote: “In the
story of the 19™ century Georgian culture there is hardly any better public figure
in Zakaria Chichinadze who can be called ‘a truly concerned treasurer.” «
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