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NATO GULUA

V-VI CENTURIES GEORGIA’S HISTORY AND LEVAN GOTUA’S
“STONE PHEASANT”

With his story “Stone Pheasant” Levan Gotua threw light on one of the important
epochs of the life of the Georgian nation. He decided on to write about King Vakhtang
Gorgasali’s time. This is the period when the newly Christianized country appeared
under the threat of disintegration and returning to Mazdeian faith. The story emphasizes
two important events: death sentence to Varsken Pitiakhsh for his treason and
foundation of the city of Tbilisi. According to the stories of the Georgian Chronicles,
as with Juansheri so with Vakhushti Batonishvili alike, the death of Varsken Pitiakhsh
is related to king Bakur. As for Lazar Parceptsi, an Armenian historian, he says that
Varsken Pitiakhsh as the conductor of the Iran politics and the leader of a group of
lords and an opponent to the king was deposed by Vakhtang Gorgasali himself. As
modern historiography recognizes the latter version of the fact Levan Gotua creates
his “Stone Pheasant” on the bases of this information.

As to the story of building the capital city it is obvious that the author follows
the folk tradition according to which Tbilisi was founded by Vakhtang Gorgasali,
whereas in Juansheri’s story there is clear evidence that King Vakhtang Gorgasali
could only manage to lay the foundation of the city.

Thus, Levan Gotua mixed historical facts with folklore to create a literary
image of the champion king who devoted himself for the liberation of the country
from the Iranian dominance, and for its centralization and for gaining the limitless
royal authority. In the end the author gives a hyperbolized image of the hero-ruler
who with the help of his heroic people defeats the enemy and gains independence.
The author’s contemporary Georgians differed radically from the people of King
Vakhtang Gorgasali’s epoch. This is why Levan Gotua does not follow chronological
sequence and puts the death of the homeland traitor and the founding of the capital
city on the same time plane.
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