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RUSUDAN KASHIA

ON ONE ASPECT OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS’ ACTIVITIES
IN GEORGIA IN THE 18™ CENTURY

In the 18th century Vatican launched a wide missionary activities in the Near
East. Catholic missioners appeared in Georgia as well in the 18" c. and established
churches in Tbilisi, Gori and in Kutaisi.

The present paper discusses only one aspect of the many years of work of
missioners in Georgia. Namely, it deals with the economic issues. Catholic churches
in Georgia gave loans for the purpose of increasing their income. They also bought
shops and other businesses.

A part of researchers of the Catholic mission of the period (e.g. M.Papashvili)
consider, that Catholic missions didn’t take part in monetary-commercial relations.
However, the other part of researchers (V.Gabashvili, D.Megreladze) think the opposite.
They maintain that the Catholic church, apart from the political interests, had
economic perspectives in Near East.

The documents given in this article clearly shows us the Catholic missions
participation in country’s economic work.

In Iran and Georgia Catholic Church was granted immunity but the Armenian
patriarch and Armenian merchants persecuted and oppressed the Catholics.
V.Gabashvili thinks that anti-catholic sentiments of the Armenian Church was
conditioned by the fact that the Catholic missions vied the Tbilisi merchants of the
Armenian ethnos.

The record book of “Julabashvilis,” Gori merchant family, provides interesting
documents about the Catholics living in the family of Julabashvilis in the 20s of the
18% c.

Studying the historical materials confirmed the facts of the Catholic Mission’s
participation in the processes that took the place in Georgia within the given period.
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