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RAMAZ KHACHAPURIDZE, RUSUDAN KASHIA

FOLK CLANNISH HERMETIC MEDICINE
(According to the Materials of Kvemo Imereti)

Incantations are the most prevalent among ceremonial rituals and hermetic
healing means. Incantation has the power of credence and can strongly influence on
the psychologically a person in the process of healing. -

In the following paper there is presented the materials recorded in Imereti
region by the Scientific-Researching Institute of Kartvelian Dialectology, while
studying the culture reflecting ethno-historical and ordinary life.

In ancient periods the “devilry” where believed to be a main reason of any
disease. Incantation and various ceremonial rituals were accepted as the means of
avoiding and healing diseases.

In Georgia clannish medical knowledge was traditionally preserved. Certain
clan used to keep the receipt of medicine as a secret. Though, such prohibitions are
no longer in practice.

The majority of narrators generously helped us and gave information about
the methods of hermetic healing, taught by their ancestors. ceremonial rituals nowadays
are hardly in use. Incantations are more frequently used, as the assistance means of
healing ill people, as well as sick animals.

Even nowadays in some areas of the villages of Kvemo Imereti we can meet
a charmer, whose “pray is efficient”. A charmer receives her/his payment or
“saganacheno” as a symbolic sum.

During the searching and analyzing of healing and hermetic materials we
have discovered many texts of incantations, which were unknown till present.
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