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SCHOOL SUBJECTS AND THE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION AT THE
SCHOOLS OF GALI  UPPER ZONE SCHOOLS ACCORDING TO THE
DATA OF 2009

Modern Gali district of the Abkhazian- Autonomous Republic is divided into
the two (Lower and:Upper).zones. The division was.introduced.between. the years
1993-95 after the Russian —Georgian war.

Gali district has about 34 villages of which nineteen belong to the Upper zone.
These villages are: Saberio, Cheghali, Rechkhi, Khoghu, Tskhiri, Ghumurishi, I Gali,
Namarkilu, Kokhara, Konstitutsia, Shesheleti, Achiguara, Tsarche I and 11, Chkhortoli,
Okumi, Dikhazurga, Lekukhona, Chuburiskhinji, and Shashikvara. The other fifteen
belong to the Lower zone, namely: Zemo Barghepi, Kvemo Barghepi, Khumushkuri,
Nabakevi, Gagida, Ganakhleba, Gudava, Pichori, Sida, Repi, Tagiloni, Otobaia I and
II, and Sobchai.

According to the re-arrangements. of the de facto Abkhazian Government Upper
Zone villages belong to the different regions (Tkvarcheli, Ochamchire, Gali). Allthe schools
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of'the Lower Zone still remain as Georgian language schools and textbooks are in Georgian.
Only the Upper Zone schools have language related problems. Abkhazian
administration demands to teach children in Russian.

For instance, according to the de facto authorities the village of Ghumurishi
belongs to the Tkvarcheli region. Ghumrishi school has 71 pupils. The school taught
subjects in georgian before and after the war. Untill the academic year 2001-02 the
language of instruction was Georgian. The only requriment was to introduce the
Abhkazian language as one of the subjects of the curriculum. Up to the years 2002-
03 the de facto government did not oppress the Georgian language formally. However,
everybody in the streets avoided using the Georgian speech.

Today the situation has changed drastically. The ministry of education of the
de facto government makes it mandatory to introduce Russian as a language of
instruction. Whatever surprising it may sound they promote Russian as a priviledged
language and the Abkhazian language has a secondary role. This is reflected in the
school text-books that are written or compiled in Russian and Abkhazian language is
taught as only one subject.

Learning subjects through the Russian language creates dificulties to the
Georgian youth. it is also problem for the teachers as not all of them has the command
of Russian to the academic level. They find it difficult to explain the questions of
chemistry, physics, algebra etc., to their students as they have graduated from the
Georgian language Universities.

In many cases teachers and students communicate in Megrelian dialect.
Teachers also try and manage to provide students with the Georgian textbooks but it
is related to the certain risk as they can be caught as a result of an unexpected
control from the de facto authorities. During one of these checkings they found that
students had Georgian text-books. The aggression from the authorities confined to
tearing the books and teachers were admonished. In fact the children of the gali
Upper zone villages are deprived of the rights to get education in the national language
and have the decent knowledge of their own language. Every efforts are made to
supress the georgian spirit in the new generation. Children do not have the command
of the literary Georgian and are torn off from the georgian culture.

Gali district has always been populated with ethnic-Georgian families and it is
still now. However, it has become extremely difficult maintain the georgian identity.
From every directions one feels the persecution of the Georgian language. Churches
are compelled not to conduct the service in Georgian. Moreover, in the Ilori Saint
George church Georgian congregation were denied the entry. There was also an
instance when parents were not allowed to have the child baptised.

The de facto authorities encourage the publication of the anti-Georgian
newspapers where almost in every single number one can find articles against
Georgians. Centuries-old Russian imperialistic propaganda of seperating Megrels
from the Georgians is again overtly activated. Unfortunately, one can find a part of
Megrels who find it safer to declare to be Megrels and not Georgians. We should
not exclude the number of Megrels who have been cheated by the persistent
propaganda and the quite candid in their self-identity. All these efforts have always
been directed for the disintegration of the Georgian nation.

The most strange out of all these affairs seems the Abkhazians attitude towards
their native language. Most of the Abkhazians have Russian as their only language.
They are on the brink of losing their language and ethnic identity. We, the Georgians,

can preserve our language and nationality, in spite of the aforesaid problems in the
Gali district.
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