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GENADI MAKHARADZE

GEORGIAN BOOK AND PRESS IN ACHARA

During the Ottoman reign Achara was deprived of the benefits of publishing
of the Georgian press and books. Only after the victory of the Russian empire in the
Russo-Turkish war of 1877-1878 did it become possible to organize printing press
and publishing business in the region.

The first printing press in Batumi began to operate in 1879 and continued to
exist until 1921. Alexandre Nikolozis-dze Makharadze was the first polygraphist
who came from Tbilisi to organize printing-works in the city. From the second year
of functioning the printing-house it was established as “the typo-lithographic “Firm”.

A. Makharadze’s firm printed advertisements and blanks, produced envelopes,
post-cards and carried out individual orders, in Georgian, Russian, Armenian, French
and other languages.

From June 1, 1882 the firm began to publish “Batumski Listok(Batumi Paper)
a Russian language literary and political newspaper, being the first ever newspaper
published in Achara. In the editorial column A. Makharadze declared “our project is
clear and brief: to serve the local needs, interests and wishes”:

In August 1884 A. Makharadze’s printing house published “Ustav Batumskogo
Blogotvaritelnogo Obshestva”, (“The regulation of the Batumi, charity association™)
which was the first published book in Achara.

The first Georgian book in A. Makharadze’s printing press was published in
1889. It was Gerasime Tevzadze’s ( son of a priest’s) compilation of “New Public
Poems on Saddles, Soldiers and Pocket Money”.

During its history A. Makharadze’s printing house printed Georgian books of
twelve titles and Russian books of fourteen titles. The printing press also produced
social and political newspapers “Batumis Gazeti” (July 15, 1911), Talgha (1917) and
“Mushis Simartle” (1918) all in the Georgian language.

In 1886 another printing — press opened in Batumi. It was owned by P.A.
Lobko. This printing-house published books and newspapers in Russian,
advertisements, price-lists, forms, etc.

In 1887-1888 P.A. Lobko’s printing house was transferred into P.P.
Kristosovich’s ownership. In 1893 Kristosovich’s business was sold to N.K.
Gurtskaia. N. Gurtskaia’s press published 30 books in Georgian and Russian
languages. In 1908 Gurtskaia’s printing-press was purchased by N.I. Khvingia and
V.1. Chantladze. After the murder of V. Chantladze N.Khvingia became the sole
proprietor of the printing-house, which published books with the signature stamp:
“N.L. Khvingia and Company”. It was a historical event that in March 1921 N.I.
Khvingia’s printing-press published the February 21, 1921 Constitution of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia. It is also known that this printing-press published
16 books in Georgian (among them one was translated from French and the other
from Chinese, and 12 authors in Russian. It also printed Georgian language newspaper
*Batumis Moambe”, (March 7, 1911) “Khma” (11 February, 1914), “Batumis Gazeti”
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(1911-1914), “Samuslimano Sakartvelo” (1919-1921), “Mushata Presis Dghe” (1917)
only a few numbers, as well as newspapers in Russian.

In the years 1895-1900 an active publishing business began to fledge in K.
Tavartkiladze and A Mikelashvili’s printing-press. This printing house published books
of 33 titles in Georgian and Russian Languages.

“Dzmebi Tavartqiladzeebis Stamba”, (brother Tavartkiladzes printing house)
has opened in Batumi in 1900. This printing-press published books of 12 titles in the
Georgian Language.

G. Tavartkiladze, B. Kiladze and M. Tsuladze opened still another printing-
press in Batumi in 1900. this printing-press existed till 1921 and published books 24
in Georgian and 55 in Russian.

Vereichev and Kamenmakher printing-press in Batumi functioned during 1899-
1902. It was purchased by A. V. Kulchitsky, then the press came into Kh. M.
Shmavski’s possession. This printing-house operated until 1921.

The books, we know, to be published here are of 43 titles in Russian, two
newspapers in Georgian and 10 newspapers in Russian.

Apart from these printing-houses in Batumi of 1900s there were printing-
houses of I.B. Minkin, and of G.Putkin, the latter being transferred into N. Karnaukov’s
possession; there was also D.Kapel’s press and A. Shariapov’s press, and Greek
typography of A. Dimitriadi; N. Galinson’s press; printing houses of M.N. Sukoian,
K.G. Nikitin’s K.N. Papamoskich, of “Ganatleba”, K.N. Nikitin’s of “Batumi Relation
Society Bank”, Poruchik Mikhailov’s printing-presses. These printing-houses published
books and newspapers in Georgian and Russian languages.
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