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ZEINAB SARIA

JEMAL KARCHKHADZE’S ‘RAHAT LUKHUM’
(Turkish delight)

A short story Rahat-Lukhum revives historical events of the 17* century. This
gives a general portrait of Georgians as described by a Muslim Ali-Mirza; the list of
our drawbacks.

There is a ‘framework technique’, as Rezo Karalashvili would refer to it, in
the story. The main narrative (Suleiman’s story) is provided the way as if it were
separated from the reality by a framework.

From the genre viewpoint, this is a short story because it has short size. It
describes an episode from a person’s life (however, the story narrates the events
that are important for the story); it is characterized with a dynamic plot, unexpected
final and iittle number of characters whose portraits are represented with main features
only.

The writer tells a story of a famous martyr Priest Tevdore, who we have all
known since childhood, with the version of Georgians’ sworn enemy. In this way
the author makes us look at our history with the eyes of another person. Why is
Jemal Karchkhadze offering us such an artistic expression?

As far as Georgians are not very many, we are all relatives to one another and
this is why love or hate prevails among us, but there is no pure indifference. Unlike
us, the foreigner’s eyes are indifferent. They do not need to hide either hate or show
love that has grown into flattery. If you do not unveil drawbacks, you will never be
able to get rid of them. The enemy can state your disadvantages without bias and tell
them to your enemy (and not to you). The author gave us an opportunity to learn the
words told about us by one enemy. This viewpoint is not traditional for the Georgian
literature and this is why it becomes more interesting nourishment for thought. For
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the author the history is a thing where the features of one’s own image are shaped.
He thinks: ‘if a person’s mission in the world is perceive oneself and the world, then
the history appears to be the way and Jacob’s Ladder that leads one towards this
goal’.

This story also describes valour of brave-heart Zaza Tsitsishvili, self-sacrifice
of Priest Tevdore, whose spirit would be blessed, but there is also a general portrait
of Georgians shaped by Ali-Mirza, providing a list of our drawbacks, which makes
this story worth of reading and thinking about.

Thus,

a) The genre of the story needs to be specified.

b) The overall picture of the Georgians seen by the enemy’s eyes deserves
attention.

¢) A ‘framework’ technique is effectively used in the story.
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