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RUSUDAN SAGINADZE
PUBLISHING WORKS OF THE SAINT SIMON MCHEDLIDZE

At the beginning of the 20 century, tsarist Russia and local government
evince little interest or even impeded the publishing work in Kutaisi. Censorship
thwarted the progressive ideas to reach the society. Very often certain publications
were done under the police control. There were also the cases of publishers’ arrests,
suspending of the publishing works by the government order. Under these unfavorable
circumstances some individuals and organizations managed to found the publishing houses
and publish books, magazines and newspapers at the expense of risking their lives.

Martyr-priest Simon Mchedlidze, was an eminent public man not only in Kutaisi,
but also in the eparchy of the west Georgia at the beginning of the 20% century. He
determined the development of the spiritual or social live of the society; he perfectly
combined his publishing activities with the religious, and pedagogical work. Asitis
seen from the publications of the famous Georgian figures or the ordinary reader’s,
S. Mchedlidze had several times put the question of forming the own clergy publishing
institution at the Clergy Episcopalian meetings or among the Georgian church
members. He thought that priesthood or some other organizations had to do this
work. That’s why he established “Religious-educational Brethren of Imereti eparchy”
that aimed at publishing and distributing such kind of books. The publishing house,
where the newspaper “Shinauri Sakmeebi”(internal affairs), magazine “Gantiadi”
(dawn) and some educational books were published, lately was called “Dzmoba”
(brotherhood). It was located in Kutaisi, 17 Saburtalo-Kazakovi lane, where the priest
S. Mchedlidze lived with his extended family.

“Religious-educational brethren of Imereti’s eparchy” was the only institution
not only in Imereti, but in the whole Georgian exarchate whose aim and duty was to
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reestablish the faith and strengthen Christianity with the help of oral sermons and
publishing religious books.

S. Mchedlidze paid great interest to the native language, he demanded and
substantiated the importance of teaching religious subjects in Georgian language in
the theological seminary and in primary schools. It was necessary to translate and
work without the Georgian religious terminology. He with the contributors of the
newspaper “Internal Affairs”, priest Meliton Kelenjeridze and the other members of
“Dzmoba”, did some publishing work. He took part in publishing the religious books
in the Georgian language. These three people are the authors of the religious book
written in the beginning of the 20* century, that is still used in teaching. In “Sashinao
Sakmeebi’ #8", published in 1913, there is a full list of the books published in
“Dzmoba”. These are about the life and martyrdom of saints and religious-educational
literature: ‘Divine History of the New Testament”, “The Concise History of the Church
with the Glorious Facts of the Georgian Church’, “Faith and its Abjurers”, “The
Reality of the Gospel”, “The Source of Skepticism”, ‘“Atheism, its Origin and
Influence on Science and Life”, “Christianity and Democracy”, and more.. This list
confirms the fruitful work of the “Religious-educational brotherhood of Imereti
eparchy” and the publishing house “Dzmoba”. The majority of the publications belong
to S. Mchedlidze.

In 1913, in Charekov’s house, Karvasla Street, S. Mchedlidze’s publishing
heuse “Dzmoba” with the editorship of Simon Mchedlidze printed “Gantiadi”, a 274-
page monthly holy-philosophical, political and literary magazine. But, because of the
financial problems lately the publication was aborted. A year later by S. Mchedlidze
32-page fortnightly scientific, literary and political magazine “Gantiadi” was renewed.
For some period Remanoz Pantskhava headed it. It was under the censor’s (military
censor) observation. At the end of one of the issues is written: “Approved by the
military censorship”.

Different kinds of materials were published in the magazine: stories, poems,
different views about education, critic, philosophical views, scientific letters, and
medical material. Famous writers and public men co-operated with “Gantiadi”. A
regular contributor to the magazine was Niko Nikoladze. Galaktioni’s poems: “Meri”,
“Destiny”, “Vagneri” and others were published. The other contributors were: D.
Megreli, D. Chianeli, R. & I. Pantskhava (brothers), 1. Vartagava, 1. Grishashvili, G
Kikodze and others.

Bolsheviks did not forgive S. Mchedlize his contribution to the nation and church:
his property in Kutaisi was confiscated, the building of the publishing house and all the
possessions: newspapers, magazines, books, and even icons in Sviri were seized.
Finally the verdict was accomplished: at the end of the August, in 1924 S. Mchedlidze
together with the metropolitan Nazari was shot by the order of CHEKA. In September
19, 1995 they were canonized as saints by the Georgian Orthodox Church.

Time could not blot out the history of S. Mchedlize’s life: Today in Kutaisi, in
Paolo Iashvili street there is a building with the memorial board saying that once there
was a publishing house “Dzmoba” and Simon Mchedlidze lived and worked in the house.

Introducing the material about the life and work of the honorable and faithful
priest will have the great spiritual value for the future generation.
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