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STAGES OF CHANGES OF THE LANGUAGE SITUATION
IN MODERN GEORGIA AND DYNAMICS OF CHANGE OF
THE LANGUAGE COMPETENCE IN ITS POPULATION

Russification had been the principal part of the Soviet regime’s ideological
course. The constitutional declarations of the protection and development of the
national languages had constantly attended by the accusation from Moscow that the
title ethnos of the given people were oppressing the languages of the non-autochthonic
population of the corresponding republics. This “accusation” against the Georgians
sounded particularly serious during the Soviet period, but more curious is the fact
that after the disintegration of the Soviet Union and a revision of the many soviet
clichés, the legend of oppressing of the non-autochthonic population on the language
basis is still in existence and is heard and discussed now not only from Russia and in
Russia but from the progressive parts of the world as well.

The aim of this paper is to examine once again the established stereotypes and
make conclusions to what degree the Georgian people and the Georgian language
deserves the accusation and rebuke for the “oppression” of the non-autochthonic
population:

1. Not only in the past, but also at present these groups of the population
consider Russian as primary communicative means in the country compared to the
Georgian language.

2. The level of competence and number of speakers of the native languages of
the non-autochthonic population in Georgia indicates unambiguously that the
representatives of the non-autochthonic ethnos were not prevented from maintaining
and developing their native language competence.

3. The present statistical data shows that 11852 ethnic Georgians in Georgia
were necessitated to learn the Armenian language; - 4062 were to study Azeri; -
5214 — Ossetian; - 1255 Abkhazian; and 1 234 293 Georgians have the complete
command of the Russian language.

4. 1493 Georgians consider Russian as their first language; 71- Georgians
have Azeri; and 122 - Georgians are of the Armenian language.

5. Comparatively high degree of integration to the Georgian community is
revealed among minor groups of the Caucasian origin.

6. Russian is the native language for the 18 182 for the non-Russian, non-
autochthonic citizens of Georgia, while 12 612 give preference to the Georgian
language and the latter ethnic groups are Georgian-Jews, Kist, Greeks, Ossetians
who have been in a best relationship with Georgians and their ways of life confirmed
their aspiration for the integration to the Georgian community.

The knowledge of the Russian language is privileged among minor ethnic
groups and individuals of the peoples of Ibero-Caucasian origin who historically (not
in the far past) aspired to learn the Georgian language.
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