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"http://www.kenthaber.com/dogu~anadolu/erzumm/oltu/Rehber/kale]er/oltl;_-kalesi-
“Erzurum Oltu ilgesinde, Oltu Cayy kyyysyndakitepe iizerinde bulunan kale M.O1V.Yiizyylda
yapylmyptyr. Kale Bizans, Selguklu, Akkoyunlu, Karakoyunlu ve Osmanly dénemlerinde
onarylmyptyr. Ancak bu onarymlary belirten bur kitabe giiniimiize gelememiptir. Osmanly
doneminde bir siire kervansaray olarak da kullanyimyptyr. B
Erzurum Oltu ilgesinde, Oltu Cayy kyyysyndaki tepe iizerinde bulunan kale M.O IV. Yiizyylda
yapylmybtyr. Kale Bizans, Selguklu, Akkoyunlu, Karakoyunlu ve Osmanly dénemlerinde
onarylmyptyr. Ancak bu onarymlary belirten bur kitabe giiniimiize gelememiptir. Osmanly
déneminde bir siire kervansaray olarak da kullanylmyptyr. Oltu Kalesi kesme taptan
yapylmybtyr. Giiniimiize dybp kale ile surlary gelememibtir. Bugiin yalnyzca i¢ kale
goriilebilmektedir. Kalenin kuzeyindeki iki burgtan biri tiirbe olarak kullanylmyptyr. Ayryca
kale icerisinde bulunan hamam da dider boliimlere gore gok daha iyi durumda giiniimiize
gelebilmiptir.
Oltu Kalesi kesme taptan yapylmyp ve 3000 m2°lik bir alana yayylmyptyr. Giiniimiize dyp
kale ile surlary gelememibtir. Bugiin yalnyzca i¢ kale goriilebilmektedir. Kalenin kuzeyindeki
iki burtan biri tiirbe olarak kullanylmyptyr. Ayryca kale icerisinde bulunan hamam da dider
bsﬁlﬁmlere gt’)ge ¢ok daha iyi durumda giiniimiize gelebilmiptir”.
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mgoobob ob@mbool Fgrobgdon mdogdBndo 3g6boo ool
by rolimégbmaeb Loobggmddszom Jbgendo (http://en.wikipedia.ogg(wiki/Oltu):

Oltu (Armenian: Rriko Ughtik or Rliko Ultik, Georgian: YUx@3a@ Oltisi,
Russian: Ontu Olti) is a town and district of Erzurum Province in the Eastern
Anatolia region of Turkey. It was historically considered to be a part of Tao-Klarjeti,
ancient Georgian region. The town grew up on the site of the ancient Georgian and
Byzantine fortress of Oukhiti. Oltu, which has the geographic coordinates of 41-
29°00'N latitude and 40-34°00'E longitude, is geographically located through the
Oltu Brook Valley, a tributary of the Coruh River, to the northeastern region of Turkey.
it has geographically mountainous topography with forests sprayed at large. The
highest hills are Akdad of 3030m and Kyrdad 0f2000m. Annual average temperature
is 10.2°C. Oltu is famous for its Oltu stone or Cltu Gemstone, known as Black
Amber with dull-bright black color and carved to produce jewelry, rosary beads,

key-chains, pipes and boxes.

T Cuslom: “Lndbmbo Lodmas gbGosmm3geos”, &- XII, ag. 527-528, gébgasbo,
198g. bOo(:)oolJ ?3(5(0(*)0030). 30?5(“(33;)5?6’0’ %)anagq'r(?o olob &33&) oéo Waogumqjs: .
0303\0050, N Vgéﬁo dzgemo bmal‘)gmnbo" 1822; o. oqmﬁgﬁ, “eogo bmabgm&
ch‘g(‘?o“ 1855." hgdo  mbmgboo, bmdbmbo  Badudo jo&mg%ﬁo@ Eogammoﬁgaso
3bmoy. dghod bmdsJodgd, aborgolacy gob ©oE do mbdoli dmgoblgbgd.

0 b(%%ﬂgv ot dobdo exgronobob Lobgerol @0330555%0 Fgbobgd 3bggermdobomgol
ob.: 0. Sdmady, 1944, aa. 032). %mgo Lmdgbo dg360ghob 33egmmdo, bnd
439To@gho Jobarmmo bend g‘vog aoamo(jbogmb, o@og(nmbgg& %oaqu%o d&oOO%Ob
™d0gdHos &m3mbod meaobol 0qLobgd ob., dsg., 6. dghdgbodzoero, 6o 4333000,

od., 2005, a3. 274.
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Fobdmpggboero  #gdbdoe h39630L o(‘)bg&omo. @33@0@36007 ©gab Lbgo
3983396 0%q  (http://www.reference.com/browse/wiki/Oltu); jgbdmp, o3

obgymbda300B0 Iggemogros  g3bobe: It was historically considered to be a part
of Tao-Klarjeti, ancient Georgian region (“mmmobo  ob@mbonmoep  Igpomeo
bsJsbmggmab  obEmbomm &7030015(30 - @om-d@o(nmcnfao“); 496 dmc,
3300brmmden: Lmdgbos gombobbobor mmon obEmbonmoep ogm Tayk-
ol (or Tao-Klarjeti) 6ofoemo: "It was historically considered to be part of
the Tayk (or Tao-Klarjeti) region from the Armenian viewpoint".

Yob., Lbymo Ggibde:

Oltu (Armenlan Rriko Ughtik or Rliko Ultik, Georgian: YUx@a@ Oltisi,
Russian: Ontn Olti) is a town and district of Erzurum Province in the Eastern -
Anatolia region of Turkey. It was historically considered to be part of the Tayk (or
Tao-Klarjeti) region from the Armenian viewpoint. The town grew up on the site of
the old Georgian and Byzantine fortress of Oukhiti. Oltu, which has the geographic
coordinates of 41-59°00'N latitude and 40-34°00'E longitude, is geographically located
through the Oltu Brook Valley, a tributary of the Coruh River, to the northeastern
region of Turkey . It has geographically mountainous topography with forests sprayed
at large. The highest hills are Akdad of 3030m and Kyrdad of 2000m. Annual average
temperature is 10.2°C. Oltu is famous for its Oltu Stone or Oltu Gemstone, known as
Black Amber with dull-bright black color and carved to produce jewelry, rosary beads,
key-chains, pipes and boxes™.
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2! http://www.reference.com/browse/wiki/Oltu
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TARIEL PUTKARADZE

OLTISI: ON THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE NAME AND THE REAL
HISTORY OF THE ACROPOLIS

According to the documents Oltisi is a name of the walled-town in Tao, a
historical region of Georgia. The transformed variant of this place-name Oltisi —Oltu
(<-Oltisi)is a name of a modern small town around the historical fortress, situated in
the Erzrum vilaiet in the Republic of Turkey. The place name Oltisi is also found in
Tsalka, lower Kartli, Georgia.

In the stem of Oltis — Olf can be a stem and —is is a suffix that in the Georgian
language field denotes: “originated from”,” related to,” as for the -Olr- I think it is
one more phonetic variant of * Olti , the ancient Urartian-Kartvelian deity — Ardis /
Khaldis/ Kartu; we can assume that the broad Khuritian-Urartian-Kartvelian space
(beginning from Lake Vani to the eastern coast of the Black Sea) should have had
shrines and worship places in the name of Ardi/Kartu, Khaldi. Correspondingly *ard
—, the original root denoting the deity would undergo phonetic changes in the different
language and dialectal field caused by the Labio- velarized excursion of the initial
vowel resulting several variants according to the regular phonetic laws (a, va, ka/
cha, ka...u, a...u. *ard ->kard - /Kart (realized of the Labio-velar component as — k): Kart-l-
i, Kard-an-a-kh-i; also cf.: Aghzevani/Kaghzevani;

*ard->vard-(realization of labio-velar component as v); Vard-tsikhe; Vardz-ia (<-vard-ia)

* ard-kardu-/kartu- (through the split of the Labio-verlar component and the
metathesis of v/u: kartu-el-i;

*ard- ard/art (through the loss of the labio-veral component; ard-ubani, art-
vini (<-art-ovani) kard-/kart-; art-a-an-i;

* ard- ard-/alt (through the conversion of the labio-veral exursion —a into 0: a>0);

Olt-is-i; Khald-/Olt-. Compare: Kabareni/Obareni;

Ordu the name of the town, seems to be derived from *Olt-/Ord —variants.

Naturally, we should not exclude other variants to explain the etymology of
Olt-is- stem; However, at the present level of investigation hypothetic *ard-/kard
paradigm of the phonetic variant seems to me quite acceptable.
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The fortification of Oltu is one of the distinguished historical sites for the

tourist attraction. According to the format of historical excursion tourists can find
the bilingual plate.
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The history of Oltis is presented absolutely in the different way by Armenians.
They think that Olti ((Rriko, Rliko))was an Armenian town. Consider the fact that
Armenian tribes come in to the Anatolia-Caucasia in the VI-V cc B.C. As for the Diaokh
where Oltisi was one of the leading cities had flourished already in the VIII c. B.C.
Surprisingly enough, neither in the information plaque of Oltisi acropolis nor in Turkish-
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Armenian-English language guide books no one mentions the fact that the Oltisi was
situated in Diaokh and that this was a Georgian city for centuries and that David
Kuropalat, the Georgian King had it as the capital city of a Georgian kingdom.

It the academic history of Oltisi is published and the tourists and general public
receives objective information the Republic of Turkey loses absolutely nothing, on the
other hand it will help the preservation of the monument created by the Georgian
people.

The history of Oltisi in brief looks as follows:

On every academic map of the world it is shown that by the end of the
second millennium and the beginning of the first millennium B.C. the state of
Daiaeni/Diaokh (presumably, populated of the Kartvelian people) embraced the territory
of the later kingdom Tao.

After the division of Diaohk between Kolkha and Urartu the Chorohki river,
valley (with Oltisi) appears a part of the historical Kolkheti (Colchis).

Naturally enough we cannot overlook the possibility that at a certain
moment of history Urartu could have expanded its rule over the entire territory,
but even in such an assumption Oltisi is on the territory of Daiani/Diaokh
(Later the territory of Tao) and not in the territory of Urartu.

In the later period Tao is a part of the Kartli kingdom restored by Parnavaz and Kuji;
namely, according to the Georgian Chronicles after the defeat of Azo and Greeks (Pontoans )
at Artaan who supported Azo, Pamavaz wrests control even over the South Georgia, the main
stronghold of Azo.

At the turn of the old and new era Tao is occupied by Armenia. During the
reign of Gorgasali (5™ c. ) Tao is a part of Kartli. Imer-Tao (Bana, Oltisi) is the home
of Georgians even during the Arab occupation. For instance, Bana. which is located
close to Oltisi (30 km) is a great centre of the Georgian Christianity since the 7*
century. Bana was first built in the 7" century and then rebuilt and altered in the 9-10®
centuries and is regarded one of the conspicuous examples of the old Georgian
architecture.

In the 10* century Oltisi is a residence of the Georgian king -Davit Il the
Great, Kuropalat. A fter the death of Davit Kuropalat (1001) Gurgen, King of Kings of
Georgia, made attempts to seize Oltisi and encountered the opposition from Byzantium.

Again according to the Georgian Chronicles in the late half of the 11™ c. Oltisni,
Kari (Qarsi), and Karnu-Kalaki (Karnu-City, the same Erzerum) are in the territories
ruled by the Georgian chieftain Grigol Bakurianisdze, who nominally is a vassal of
the Emperor of Byzantium but in fact is subordinated to the crown of Georgia,
namely, to king Giorgi 1l who is the real owner of Tao. During the period of “Didi
Turkoba” (the Great Turkish Invasions), 11-12th cc. Oltisi fell under the Seljuk
possession. But after the defeat of Seljuks by Davit IV the Builder, the Georgian king
regained Oltisi (which was once again burnt during the battle). After that Oltisi is
within the Georgian rule untill the 40s of the 13th century. ‘

During the reign of King Lasha-Giorgi, the heir of great Qween Tamar, Seljuk’s
heirs tried to seize Oltisi, but Kvarkvare Jakel-Tsikhisjvareli succeeded in defeating
and expelling Seljuks from the Georgian boarders by the army of the Meskhs.
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During the Mongol domination (known as “Kingless Preiod™) Turkman tribes
of Asia Minor temporarily occupied Oltisi, but it was soon regained by the Samtskhe
troop of Georgians.

During the Tamerlane invasions (1386-1403) his hordes devastated Oltisi.

It is also known that by the end of the 15™ century, after the disintegration of
the united Georgian Kingdom Oltisi is in the Samtskhe-Saatabago principality. Oltisi:
and the surrounding region is governed by the Georgian feudal family- the dynasty
of Jaqels.

In the 17" century Manuchar Atabag (Manuchar Il 1607-1628) conceded
Oltisi to Teimuraz I (1606-1648) king of Kahketi for a certain period. Teimuraz left
his wife, queen Khoreshan in Oltisi when he, with his troop, visited Mustafa, (1617-
1618, 1622-1623 ), Sultan of Turkey, in Istanbul. When Teimuraz | paid homage to
the Sultan of Turkey, Shah-Abas I of Iran became irate and he sent Amirgune-Khan
to Oltisi to seize the fortress and capture queen Khoresan.

In the 16% c. after strengthening of the Ottoman state southern territories of
Georgia, including Oltisi fortress, went into the possession of Ottomans due to the
betrayal of the Jaqels feudal family to the Georgian crown. Jaqels turned to serve to
the Ottoman royal court and in this way they retained rights to govern the region.
According to J. Hammer, an eminent specialist in the history of the Ottoman state,
‘the Ottomans conquered Oltisi, Thortom, Najahki, Mirakhori, Akchakali and about
twenty more important fortresses.’

That Oltisi is a Georgian monument can be seen with historical inscriptions
made on the edifice.

In 1843 Oltisi was explored by K.Kokh (later by D.Bakradze). according to
the records of the scholars inside the Oltisi castle there were different kinds of
constructions. Until the beginning of the 20™ c. one of the most conspicuous among
the constructions was a church. It had been damaged considerably. However,
Parmen Zakaraia succeeded in discerning the type of the church, and the general
composition of the whole structure. The church had six apses with frescoes on the
inside walls. E.Takaishvili names several compositions of the frescoes. Apart from
the frescoes E. Takaishvili speaks about the lapidary inscriptions on the refectory
stone. D. Kutateladze brought this stone to Tbilisi in the 20" c.. The refectory stone
had the Georgian capital letter inscriptions on all the four facets. E.Takaishvili could
not read out only one facet of the stone because of the serious damage. The rest of
the three facets is read as follows:

“The Lord almighty, Jesus Christ, have a mercy on Gabriel, who glorified
Saint George and built this church”..

“K. is created by Davit”.. -

“Christ, have a mercy on Gabriel”..

As it is seen from the inscription the Oltisi fortress church was built in the
name of Saint George, and Gabriel was its ctitor.

The six apse church on the fortress territory was destroyed by the Ottomans

in 1907.




emonbo: Lobgemob DOOE)m@maoobo ©o Goba-jo@ojnb bgougbo obOm&nnbomgnb

267

I think that if the documented comprehensive information sounds redundant,
at least one paragraph should be added to the Oltisi memorial plaque: “Oltisi fortress
was built in the early half of the first millennium B.C. during the existence of Daiaeni,
proto-Georgian state, and that Georgians possessed Oltisi for long period of history.”

The memorial plate may also have a Georgian language inscription; the more
so, there is already a precedent on the information board of the Oshki church in the
same region of the Republic of Turkey.

In the modern world both countries Turkey and Georgia are of the western
orientation. Therefore, any attempt of re-considering of the state borders must be
regarded as provocation (See the actions of the Russian empire). Nowadays only the
question of cultural ancestry attracts the attention. Oltisi is a common cultural heritage
for the Turkish and Georgian people. Oltisi, Bana, Ishkhani, Khandzta,... are the
noble phenomena of the paragon of virtue of the two peoples. Let us not lose each
other this history.
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