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GIORGI L. KAVTARADZE

"ARIAN-KARTLI" — MYTH OR REALITY ?

The localizaton of 4rian-Kartli mentioned in the old Georgian Chronicles (e.g.
"The Christening of Kartli") has been among the unsolved problems of Georgian
historiography. By the generally accepted opinion Arian-Kartli should be searched
south-west of modern Georgia, in the north-eastern parts of Anatolia, on the territory
of south-western part of historical Georgia. As to "The Christening of Kartli",
Alexander the Great, after having arrived in Kartli (Iberia), installed his close supporter
Azo as a king in Mtskheta. Azo is a king's son of the country of Arian-Kartli, and he
took his countrymen and idols Gatsi and Ga with him from his old homeland to
Mtskheta.

The opinion is widespread among specialists that the term Arian-Kartli means
"Arian", i.e. Persian/Iranian, Kartli and it was used to designate territories located in
the south-western part of historical Georgia where old Georgian provinces of Speri
(modern Turkish Jspir, on the upper flow of Chorokhi/Choruh) and Tao-Klarjeti
were located. It has been taken into consideration that in the final part of Xenophons
"Anabasis" only such countries and tribes were enumerated which, in accordance
with the basic text, were on the route of Greeks. Among others there is mentioned an
ethnonym "Hesperitae" (VII, VIII, 25). -

The problem of settlement of Hesperitae is a crucial one, because of their
location, by some scholars, in Speri, the Achaemenian empire is thought to be spread
there at the beginning of 4th century BC and as the consequence the term "Arian-
Kartli" should emerge as the reflection of the Iranian dominance in this part of Georgia,
with the meaning of "Arian" (or Persian) Kartli.

1 think the fact must be taken into consideration that at the time of the
identification of the Hesperitae and the definition of their location, Tiribas, mentioned
in the final part of the "Anabasis" as a governor of the Phasianoi and Hesperitae, in
accordance with the basic text, was the satrap of Western Armenia (IV, 1V, 4). Thus
in the final part of the "Anabasis", the main function of Tiribas — that of a ruler of
Western Armenia — was changed to the task of a ruler of the Phasianoi and Hesperitae
and instead of Armenians, subjects of Tiribas whose country was situated on the
route of Xenophons Greek companions, are mentioned Hesperitae.

Consequently, the question is inevitable: Was the population of Western Armenia,
mentioned in the basic part of "Anabasis", implied under the name of "Hesperitae" of
the final part of the same text?

The validity of such an assumption can be reinforced by the fact that the
Greek word eypec6 means "west" and £oméprog/éomepos —  "western". It is
important to notice that Strabo used the term Hesperitae of Libya to designate Western
Libyans (X1V, 1, 39). Therefore it seems quite possible that the term of the final part
of the "Anabasis", "Hesperitae" or "inhabitants of west" was used for the designation
of Western Armenians, and this fact was apparently dictated by the wish to detach
them from the Armenians who lived in the satrapy of East Armenia and the territory
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of which the Greeks passed, until they reached the land of the satrapy of Western
Armenia (cf. IV, I, 1, 3,4, 20; 1V, 1V, 1-4). In a similar way for the distinguishing
of the Chalybes, living at the Black Sea littoral from the Chalybes of the East Anatolian
highlands, .the ethnonym "Coites" was used (cf. HI,.V, 17; 1V, 111, 3; IV, IV, 4).
Therefore we can approve that the final part of the "Anabasis" from the point of
view of its contents is by no means contradictory to the: main basic part.

Consequently, we must exclude any possibility to consider the West Armenian
"Hesperitae" of Xenophons "Anabasis" as.a Kartvelian tribe or.as a-population of
Speri, of the upper flow of Chorokhi and therefore the idea:of the dominance of
Achaemenid Persia in the territory of Speri is quite groundless.

‘In our opinion in the term "Arian-Kartli" was reflected the very popular idea
of the Classical times, ‘that the -Babylonian king Nebukhadnezzar I of the 7*-6*
renturies. took the captives from among the Iberian. and Libyan people, whom he
had taken.as prisones and resettled them on the right side of the Pontus Sea after
having attacked the land of the Libyans and iberians. The:information .about the:
migration of‘iberians (i.e. ancient Georgians) from-Africa (Libya) and the Iberian
peninsula (Western Iberia) by the Babylonian king Nebukhadnezzar, was ascribed t::

‘the historian- Megastenes of ‘the late 4th - early 3td centuries BC already at the

{tassical times.. This information concerning the resettlement of the population of
ihe Iberian-peninsula - to:the Caucasus was created by ‘the old Greek and Romar.
authors in consequence-of wrong use.of old ethnonyms.
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