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bogzomboqrné o 96mdbog bodombgbfao 0do39 a%ob dodyge, b3 (36mdogmoo
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REVAZ SHEROZIA

QUESTIONS OF THE LANGUAGE POLICY IN 30S
OF 20™ C. GEORGIA

The 30s of the last century was one of the gravest periods of the country’s
history; Russia occupied Georgia, second times, now called Bolshevik Russia, which
was ravaging the country with social and political terror.

With its scales it far exceeded the Russification policy of the second half of
the 19* century and the beginning of the 20 ¢. This time actions were being directed
and carried out for the complete annihilation of the all the essential resources for the
existence of the Georgia nation.

This paper discuses one of the facts of the subversive activities on the Georgian
language.

After the second occupation of Georgia, Russia revitalized and persistently
and intensely began indoctrinate the population of Georgia and not only Abkhazians,
Ossetians, Armenians Azeries etc. but also the native Georgians as Megrels, Acharans,
Svans, Laz, Imeretians that they were not Georgians and that they were oppressed
by the Georgians.

Abkhazians were told that Georgians were historical enemies, and that they
encroached their territories and hindered the development of Abkhazian culture aiming
at the complete extirpation of the Abkhazian ethnos. The same policy was carried
out against Megrelia. However, Russians knew that as different from Abkhazians,
Megrel Bolsheviks would not agree at being robbed off from their Georgian nationality,
and Russia thought different target for animosity; this was an ideological attack with
social coloration. For the Bolshevik Zhvania Georgian could not serve an enemy,
then enemy was a Menshevik, aristocratic, and bourgeois government. According to
Zhvania (i.e. according to the Bolshevik ideology) after the invasion of Georgia by
the 21 Army everything in the country went to its right track. One of the
“achievements” of the events was the resolution adopted by the Bolshevik
Government, in 1929, according to which in those villages of Zugdidi Mazra where
the considerable number of the population did not have a command of the literary
Georgian, the business and the law court language should be Megrelian language.
The point [ and point II of this resolution contradicted each other, as both Georgian
and Megrelian are referred to as mother tongues, whereas the point IV determines
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that ofticial resolutions and regulations must be published in both languages, the
state language and Megrelian language.

It stands to reason that nobody could dare to adopt such resolution without
the permission of the Russian Government, namely, without Stalin’s permission.
This simply meant that the Russian state machine of 30s was the heir of the same
Russian political and ideological route adopted by the country before the Bolsheviks.
namely: to put Megrelia’s population as, if they were the people of different language
and nation. in the confrontation with Georgians with the same methods as it had
been done in case of Abkhaz and Georgian peoples.

This bacchanalia, begun in 1929 trigged by the aforementioned resolution
ended up in five years. In 1937 L.P. Beria writes to Stalin about the scholars of the
Research Institute of Linguistics and anthropology of the Academy of. Sciences of
Georgia how “they are embarrassed and perplexed and contradictory in their
conclusions™.

The accent was made on the division of Georgia into several ethnic entities
according to the census of 1926-1927 by Soviet Union academic circles. In particular,
in 1926 Russian Soviet Academy divided Georgia into Georgians proper, Megrels,
Chans, Svans, and Batzbs.

According to the views of the institute of linguistics of 1937 the picture looks
as follows: Georgians, Megrels, Laz, Svans, Batzbs and Acharans.

In the same year the Anthropology Institute of Academy of Sciences drew up
its variant, which the then became the basis for the “Dictionary of Nations.” In this
variant Georgians are Megrels, Laz, Svans and Batzbs, but Acharians stand apart as
a separate ration. L. Beria is acquainted with all the materials but asks Stalin to take
part in the problem solution and not to allow such a mistake to creep into the
“Dictionary of Nations™, as ‘the sort of division was against the chief’s ideas about
nations’.

The fact, as what conditioned the real reason of confining Beria’s interests
only to the Acharan’s issue, when in this chaos we see Megrels, Chans (Laz), Svans.
Armenians and Batzbs...and why Beria vanished the case of Zhvania, and the
turbulence caused by the 1929’s resolution, as long as it was against the Soviet
ideology at the given period, is a matter of conjecture until the secret documents
become known to allow the scholars to make right conclusions.

In any ways one thing is clear: National and language policy of the 30s of the
20* century caused great damage to not only Georgian population but to the Georgian
science and to Kartvelology. In Europe Foiersteine’s flapped the papers of “Kazakhishi
Gazeti”, blaming Georgians in the oppression of Megrels; this was in the past, but at
present the modern “Zhvanias” come to “translate” the poems of Terenti Graneli into
Megrelian “language” and they call it the comeback to the native language.
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