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RITA TSAKADZE
ILIA CHAVCHAVADZE KUTAISI SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY

I.Chavchavadze Kutaisi Scientific Library has been existing for already 136
years. It contains library documents, Georgian, as well as foreign papers and
magazines.

The first reading hall was established in 1873 with the initiative of Anton
Lortkipanidze, one of the representatives of the most important literary and public
movement called “ Tergdaleulebi”. He granted 1500 books to the newly established
public library. The library was called after Ilia Chavchavadze in 1957.

According to the centralization process of libraries executed in 1973 the library
took control over eleven civil and five children libraries. In 2007 it was given the
status of the scientific library. The library staff and the representatives of the scientific
intetligence of the town are enrolled in the scientific board of the library. The scientific
board defines the main directions of the library scientific work and organizes the
publications of the print scientific organ.

Due to the new status it was essential to implement the changes in the structure
and the personnel staff of the library. New impertant departments were established
and the new services were formed.

The library leadership established the department of unique publications in
order to study and restore the unique materials. The restorers were trained with the
help of National Library of the Georgian Parliament. The new installations and materials
were acquired.

The electronic bases were purchased from the world famous information
centers with the help of the Georgian Library Association. The library is trying to
form its own electronic bases and intends to form the electronic version of the
whole library fund.

The library has the close relationship with Dumas French Culture Centre as
well as Goethe Institute, which provide the library with new foreign editions.

Special library services are for blind and visually impaired readers, the books
with verbal sound and brail print.

Reference-bibliography department provides the bibliography of the magazine
“Gantiadi” which is planned to be published as a book.

The library has the permanent contacts with the Ministry of Culture, Library
Association, Parliament and National Scientific Libraries.
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