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EMZAR CHANTURIDZE

THE PRIMARY SOURCES ABOUT GEORGIA PRESERVED
IN KUTAISI I.CHAVCHAVADZE SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY

Every significant event in the world history is described in the relevant historic
sources. The eye-witnesses, the chronicles of the contemporary period observed
the current tidings and described them in their historic works with more or less
precision and objectivity. In the scientific research of Georgian history along with
manuscripts, the matters of great importance are the archeological, numismatic,
documentary materials and everything which we have inherited from the past. Among
them the manuscript sources are considered to be the most significant ones.

In displaying and publishing of the oldest manuscripts about Georgian history
the greatest tribute was done by the following Georgian scientists: D. Bakradze, E.
Takaishvili, Iv. Javakhishvili, K. Kekelidze, S. Janashia, I. Abuladze, S. Janashvili, N
Berdzenishvili, N. Mari, A. Shanidze, S.Kaukhchishvili, G. Melikishvili, [. Abuladze,
A. Gamkrelidze, N. Lomouri, G. Alasania, Z. Aleksidze, R. Kiknadze, A. Abdaladze,
Ak. Urushadze, T. Mikeladze, G. Tsereteli, S. Jikia, T. Kaukhchishvili, El. Metreveli,
V. Puturidze, J. Odisheli, N. Shengelia, I. Tabagua, L. Janashia, N. Kechekmadze,
M. Svanidze... They are the people who displayed, established, translated foreign
texts in Georgian language and published a lot of interesting documents and historic
materials with comments.

Georgian people had the close political, economical, cultural relationships with
different nations during the period of their existence. Due to these facts some pieces
of information can be found about Georgian ethnos in their handwritings. Notes are
preserved in the oriental manuscripts, in the works of Greek, Roman, Armenian,
Arab, Persian, Turkish writers (historians, geographers, philologists...) they can be
found in the diaries and records of European travelers and missionaries, in the reports
of foreign diplomats. All these materials written in foreign languages are the best
resources for studying the history of Georgia. Thus it’s important to be aware of
foreign materials while making research in the history of Georgia.

In Kutaisi Scientific Library quite a big amount of resources are preserved
about the history of Georgia. Our publication aims to present annotated bibliography
of the handwritten resources (Byzantium resources III-VIII centuries) preserved in

Kutaisi Scientific Library. All the materials presented are the most significant for the
study of Georgian history.
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