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3. 3gbady
MERAB BERIDZE

NAISA

The village of Naisa was described in 1595 by the Ottomans. It was a small
village with three families. Unfortunately, the village hasn’t reached to us, though
the place- Naisa is really situated neare “Khertvisi” on the bank of the Javakheti
Mtkvari. Territorially it belongs to the village of Chunchkha, Akhalkalaki region.
This old settlement has got another name too. The most significant thing for this
place is a church. It is called Sister’s church. Brother’s and sister’s churches are
the ones on the right and left banks of the Mtkvari. Sister’s church (that is Naisa’s
church) is on the left side of the river but Brother’s St. Giorge church is called a
monastery by the people of the village of Toki. They claim that Naisa’s church is a
St. Nino church and as both - St. Nino and St. Giorgi - were from Kapadokia, the
churches were called Brother’s and Sister’s.

In the place-name Naisa we should highlight a root — #a. On its base the
word is divided into the following parts: na-is-a_ where isis a sign of the Genitive
Case. In the introduction of the poem “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” na is
confirmed: - I completely used the agate’s lake and na body as a pen .The
commentary of the line is the following. Agate lake is a metaphor expressing eyes
,.na is a metaphor expressing a slender body like a reed.

There are not many vowel rooted toponyms with is in the end  which are
represented not as root reduced but they still exist. e.g Kldeisi , Urbaisi, Kvaisi,
Amsaisi. Among them the most distinguished is_Kvaisa which is originated from
Quaisa. But it was changed into Ksanca on the Russian maps and thus, we got
Georgian Kvaisa. ’

It is possible that #a came in the language as a name of an instrument, a
pipe, then it was mentioned as a reed, a material for making a pipe. It is worth
mentioning that in the Persian language the word is used to describe both meanings.
Georgian reed didn’t lose its position and has won. As for toponymy, it only fixed
the fact. The word Rabati came into Georgian in the same way. It meant the settlement
around the castle. Later, the language stopped to use it. But the place-names kept it
like Turkish ada and darani in the Meskhetian dialect and toponymy.

It is possible that na came in the language as a name of an instrument, a
pipe, then it was mentioned as a reed, a material for making a pipe. It is worth
mentioning that in the Persian language the word is used to describe both meanings.
Georgian reed didn’t lose its position and has won. As for toponymy, it only fixed
the fact. The word Rabati_came into Georgian in the same way. It meant the
settlement around the castle. Later, the language stopped to use it. But the toponymy
kept it like Turkish_ada and darani in the Meskhetian dialect and toponymy.
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