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KETEVAN GURCHIANI

THE FORMATION OF PERFECT I OF THE TRANSITIVE VERBS
IN ETSERI SPEECH

Etseri is located in Balskvemo (Lower Bali) Svaneti on the right bank of the Enguri
River. It embraces the villages of Lakhamura, Becho, and Tskhumari. I discuss here the
formation of Perfect I of transitive verbs in Etseri speech. Referring to the collected
materials recorded during the field works I show the peculiarities manifested through the
observation of the speech of its inhabitants.

The general rule of formation of Perfect I in all Svan speeches is the same. With
all types of verbs it is expressed by the suffix —a. Perfect I of the transitive verbs is based
on the stems of verbs of I and IT series. Similar to the archaic situation transitive verbs
mostly make use of the II series, particularly of the aorist series stems: rakw/rak e ( “s/
he said™), khogE-a (“reportedly s’he had said it”). Rarely Perfect I is based on the stem
of the present: khah di (“s’he gives™), kho-hd-a (“s'e is said s/he has given it”).

Adding up the preverb in Balskvemouri results in the phonetic changes, like dropping
off the version marker, umlauting the preverb vowel, and assimilation.

The following preverbs undergo changes on the phonetic ground: zhi-, chu-, sga-
, isga-, and ka-.

Palatalisation of j marker of the second object-person is also observable, evidently,
being an influence of Chuburkhevian speech.

In Etserian speech locative version marker -a- before e vowel does not undergo
umlauting. Only the village of Hebud speech preserves non-umlauted forms, but other
villages’ speeches tend to use umlauted forms that can be explained by the influence of
Lakhamulurian. )

According to o-umlaut Etserian speech holds transitional place between Bechoian
and Parul-Chuburkhevian. This sound is de-labialized almost in all the speeches and is
presented as —e- . However, through the influence of Bechoian, non-umlauted -o- before
-i- is still observable in Etserian speech. Parallel forms, like mijodina//mijvedina (“I have
kept continuing™) may also occur. Etserian speech is characterized with complete
regressive assimilation: osh shushpraos-shushpra (“Sthe is said to have danced”). In the
speech of elderly people non-assimilated forms are emphasized while the younger speakers
give preference to the forms that are easier to articulate in the fluent speech.

Consonant metathesis is also characteristic to Etserian speech: mijelva/mijevia
(* T have had it swept™).

Most of the theme markers of the verbs do not appear in III series. Verbs with -
ak suffix reveal particular difference; a group of transitive verbs has - aE suffix in all the
screeves, that is why - aE cannot be regarded as a theme marker.

The Perfect I forms of transitive verbs sometimes incorporates suffix -al. This
suffix expresses duration or recurrence of an action: mikhta-al-a (“I have painted”).
Verb forms with -al- have occurred very infrequently in Etserian that means it should not

be characteristic to this speech. ’

The analysis of the material shows that basically changes have phonetic nature
and they are conditioned by two reasons: by mixing Svan speeches and by the influence
of the literary Georgian, which are mainly expressed in the speech of younger generations.
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