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GIGA KAMUSHADZE

ON THE NAMES OF MONTHS IN THE SPEECH OF
THE REPATRIATED INHABITANTS OF THE
VILLAGE OF IANETI

The article discusses one of the peculiarities, namely, naming months in the
speech of the repatriated inhabitants who came to live here from the Asian republics .
of the former Soviet Union and Azerbaijan.

I have recorded language materials in the village for the purpose of linguistic
analysis and discovered that the given section of the villagers had been closely related
to farming, which is also attested in the nomination of names of months in their
speech. The influence of folk traditions is also tangible.

January — in the speech of the repatriated people sounds as “zimh ri/z mh ri”,
which is an Arabic borrowing — zemheri— in Turkish and means “deep frost, severe
winter”.

February —is “k k aq” — meaning “the short month”. S.Jikia notes that “such
motivation for the name of February is common in almost all Turkish dialects. Even
Laz speech makes use of the Turkish borrowing for the naming of this month”(S.Jikia,
1971, p.117).

September —” b gr m aq “, comes from Turkish “b rmek”(ox, camel, buffalo)
meaning bellow, grunt, low. According to the stories of the repatriated speakers
during the mating season hinds get together in September (in the month of mqvralobis-
Tve =bellowing) and a stag begins to bellow.

The Georgian word mgvralobistve, the month of bellowing occurs in Ilia
Chavchavadze’s novel “The Widow of Otaraant Family” and in Konstantine
Gamsakhurdia’s novel “The hand of the Great Master”.

The identical form had been attested in the speech of Qarsi, east Anatolia, by
a Turkish linguist A. Jaferoghlu.

I think that in the speech of Turkish language ethnic Georgian population,
living in Turkish territories or whose speech is under the Turkish language influence,
the existence of above-discussed forms should be regarded as the Georgian substrata,
from where they were then spread in the eastern dialects of the Turkish language.
S. Jikia correctly remarks that “it is hard to agree with F.Kirzioglu, a Turkish scholar,
who thinks that the form “b gr m aq” (in this case without izafet) is related to the
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