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MURMAN QUTELIA

GEORGIAN TRANSLATIONS OF ARABIC MUALAKS
AND THE ARABIAN NIGHTS

The present article analyzes and evaluates Georgian translations of the pre-
Islamic Arab poems collections Mualaks and The Arabian Nights (or One Thousand
and One Nights).

The Georgian translations of Mualaks belongs to Nana Purtseladze, Professor
of Thilisi State University (TSU). It should be noted that a translator of pre-Islamic
poems is faced with a number of problems; it is especially difficult to interpret
correctly the authors’ poetic image created by symbols. The peculiarity lies in the
fact that they name not an object which they describe, but its feature. Thereby they
entrust to a translator or a reader the recognitions and explanation of the object. My
comparison of the translation with the original has demonstrated significant differences
in the understanding of the text and its rendering into the Georgian language. The
translator reconstructed successfully the coloring of the Arab world of that period,
retained the originality and individuality of the authors, conveyed correctly the meaning
and mood of the original, and excluded redundant evaluations, epithets and words,
by means of which she retained the poets’ laconic style as much as possible. The
translation is unrhymed; the translator placed emphasis on rhythm and in this way
attained the musicality and inner tension of the original. However, the reader will find
quite a number of rhymed passages too. The translation is not guaranteed against
mistakes, but they are very few and do not affect on my evaluation concerning its
high artistic level.

As for The Arabian Nights, it was translated into Georgian by TSU Professors
Tina Margvelashvili and Nana Purtseladze. The translation was intended not only for
general public but had scholarly aims as well. Therefore, the translators should have
reflected precisely the peculiarities of the Arabic original so that not to violate norms
of the Georgian language. They managed their tasks successfully; they have not
only observed norms of the Georgian language, but also retained the spirit and
peculiarities of the original to the maximum. The original text included numerous
verses, the translation of which was linked with additional difficulties.

Finally, it should be noted that to overcome difficulties facing the translators
in case of The Arabian Nights as well as Mualaks, literary talent and mastery of the
target language were not sufficient. Profound scholarly knowledge was also necessary.
Merging of these three components defined the high level of the translations.
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