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REVAZ SHEROZIA

ON SOME QUESTIONS OF “THE MAN IN THE PANTHER'’S SKIN"
AND THE HISTORY OF GEORGIA

It is a matter of utmost complexity to identify the proto-types of protagonists
of “The Man in the Panther’s Skin” in relation to the individual spans of the history
of Georgia. For the reason that according to the poem, Shota Rustaveli envelopes
both real and fictional (as far as the extent of the difference between the two is
discernable) in the artistic apparel, expressing the events in the “covert™ manner.
That is why I think that while discussing this or that question we can only remain on
the level of conjecture and assumptions. This article discusses some plot links, which
might be related to some individual time sections of Georgia’s history; the text of the
poem allows me to discuss the question as an amateur of the history of Georgia.

1.In the “Georgian Chronicles” the annalist gives particular place to the narration
about Farnavaz. Naturally, the chronicler must have been informed about pre-Famavaz

“Georgia’s history (from Greek historical records- about the Great Colchis) and it
was during the kings of Kuji and Farnavaz when they regained a great and powerful
country also not as strong as it was ten centuries earlier before their reign.

By the decision of Kuji and Farnavaz the governing centre of the united Georgia
and royal court should move from the west to the east Georgia. Most probable, the
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kings and princes of the subsequent centuries remembered this agreement of Kuji
and Farnavaz: “The Georgian Chronicle” does not have any sign, any hint to the
claims or wishes that would ask for the passage of royal rule from the east to the
west.

The history of Georgia, according to “The Georgian Chronicles” from Parnavaz
until the Mongol invasions, shows clearly that the west and east Georgia enjoy unified
national psychology, one national memory, and a common language system. All these
were then crowned by the Christian faith — love and charity that was immanent
nature of the Georgian men, that is why it could be assumed that Christianity was
easy to understand and be adopted that helped the Georgian people to better conceive
their own self and led them to cultural and political victory, named as “David the
Builder and Tamar’s Georgia”, the mighty state, which with all its parameters, was
then the heir of the Great Colchis (Iberia,Georgia) established 25 centuries earlier.

If anyone, in the period of Tamar’s Georgia, felt or was deeply educated and
at the same time endowed with a great poetic talent, it then must be Shota Rustaveli
that is confirmed in the epic “The Man in the Panther’s Skin”.

2. Saridan’s (Tariel’s father) actions take one of the strategic places in the
poem: he is the ruler one of the seven Indian kingdoms, strong, wealthy and famous,
and he abdicates his throne and royal title and says: “I will go and pay homage to
Parsadan”.

These words of Saridan should remind us the address of Kuji to Parnavaz:
“you are the child of the heads of Kartli (Georgia) and you owe me my rights, now
you are our lord and [ am your servant”.

Kuji who was as mighty as Saridan, for the sake of unity of his country,
conceded his rights and became servant to Parnavaz and with this step he revealed
his loyalty towards his country.

It seems quite natural when Leonti Mroveli (of Mrovi) pays particular attention
to Parnavaz-Kuji relationships, and Kuji’s (King of Egrisi) efforts in one of the critical
and important period in the history of Georgia; neither could it be an unexpected
decision from Rustaveli’s part to give poetic form to this event.
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