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ANALYSES OF NATIONAL-POLITIC QUESTIONS IN BATUMI PRESS
(THE BEGINNING OF XX CENTURY)

In the beginning of 20th century struggle for social and national liberty
started in Russia. After the defeat of the first bourgeois-democratic revolution of
Russia, all Georgian political forces, which took part in the revolution (national-
democrats, social-federalists, both wings of social-democrats) reexamined their action
program and unlike earlier comparisons they made national question much more
important. “National program and policy precisely were one of the main conditions
of joining with revolution”.

In propaganda of the national self-consciousness of people, deciding word
had to say by Georgian publicists. Region of Batumi had to do very important work.
Batumi became the focus point of mass attention of number of foreign countries in
XX.

At this point of view “Batumi Newspaper” played the leading role. It was
the first newspaper in Adjara, which was being published in Batumi from July 15,
1911 till July 13, 1914. (About 429 issues were published).

In “Batumi Newspaper” were printed all important facts about Adjara. As
we saw “Batumi Newspaper” paid attention to the national problems. The newspaper
was objective, but sometimes it was critical about estimation of power and public-
political occurrences. Because of this position ~ newspaper was under oppression
- it often had to stop to publish some issues, which were ready for printing, search
was often conducted in the editorial office. Finally the newspaper “Batumi
Newspaperi” has been closed on July 13, 1914.

Despite a short period of publishing “Batumi Newspaper” played a big role in
national revive for the population of Adjara and Batumi.
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