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GURAM TAKNIASHVILI

THE SUBJECT OF POLEMICS BETWEEN JAKOB GOGEBASHVILI
AND NIKO NIKOLADZE

The first publications of lakob Gogebashvili “Bunebis kari” (the door of nature)
and “Deda Ena” (Mother Tongue) caused the reviews and letters of criticism by
teachers, philologists, and the public people struggling for protection for the clarity
of Georgian language. Niko Nikoladze _ the famous journalist, writer and active
supporter of Georgian culture was among them. He published his first letter about
“Bunebis Kari” in the newspaper “Droeba” in 1868. Niko Nikoladze positively evaluated
on forming guide-books. Gradually some resisting issues were emerged between
them, and they found out that their point of views weren’t the same. Particularly
Takob Gogebashvili refused Niko Nikoladze to collaborate in “14¢13” newspaper and
published letter describing his teaching experience in “O&6&1ii1éé a4fi0ie6 -newspaper
in 1878-1879. Niko Nikoladze said some complaints to lakob Gogebashvili about
“deda Ena”, claiming that the idea of the book was based on “Di4iid né&iai”-by K.D
Ushinski. Apart from that, the subject of polemics was the checking results done by
Kerski in theological seminary of Tbilisi in 1873. As it is known Kerski uses insulting
words towards Gogebashvili in those materials, not to mention the words of criticism
said by Niko Nikoladze after studying the same material. Niko Nikoladze published
his letters of critic in “I4¢13” newspaper in 1878-1879, when both of guide books
were strongly widespread in Public schools of Georgia and were evaluated positively.
Takob Gogebashvili considered that the claims of Niko Nikoladze had private root
and decided that stooping discussion with him would be reasonable, as he thought
public interests. Both of patriots strongly protected the rights of Georgian Language

and their polemic mainly refereed to personal matters.
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