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ETERINTSKIRVELI

THE QUESTION OF THE ORIGIN OF THE IMAGE CONFRONTED
WITH THE SOLOMON THE WISE IN FOLKLORE

In the Georgian Folklore the image of Kundzuleli confronted with Solomon the
Wise is a king of devils.

The struggle between Solomon and Kundzuleli begins in Solomon’s bed, when
he finds out that a stranger visits his wife by night. Solomon’s silence is his death,
while his word uttered when he discloses this matter, is his birth. Solomon is alive
when Kundzuleli is in his kingdom (symbolically in the kingdom of the dead). Solomon
and Kundzuleli, by analogy with the Russian legend, where Solomon and Kitovras
are brothers, is shown as two correlates of one origin, like the fairy tale, they
cannot exist simultaneously. Their meeting always ends with the death of one of
them as a result of fighting. -
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Kundzuleli fights against Solomon by means of his wife, whose, at fist sight,
amoral behavior, has mythical basis and is associated with the ability of the female
Deity to be the wife of now this world, now that world. She is a connecting link
between her husband and lover, i.e. between “this” and “that” worlds. Kundzuleli
strives for his former being — Solomon through his wife, because this is the only
way for him to be acceptable for this world. But in the end, when Kundzuleli is
defeated and Solomon’s wife returns to her husband, this act acquires the
cosmogonical significance, i.e. earthly paradise comes, and one who is unworthy
of marriage is destroyed that also is caused by the necessity of regeneration of the
universe.

In Georgian folklore, the epithets associated with the moon are used with respect
to the evil force — Kundzuleli. In our opinion, the astral nature of Kundzuleli and
possession of the magic golden ball by him is perceived as metamorphic variety of
the Deity of Moon. To all appearances, the moon epithets used with regard to the
evil force indicates that the copper (“titheri” is for Georgian brass, the same as
“tutber?” - “tuta”-moon) jug, in which Kundzuleli is confined, must be broken,
i.e. Kundzuleli must die and then must be brought to life afresh, he must be
ressurrected just like the moon that dies and returns to life every month. In our
opinion, the lunar nature of Kundzuleli, as well as the epithets associated with the

moon indicates that his life in the jug is a temporary act. The moon metaphor
secures the resurrection after his death.
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