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DAVID SHAVIANIDZE RUSUDAN KASHIA

FOLK MEDICAL TRADITIONS
CURER FROM UPPER AJARA-ARCHIL TSULUKIDZE

(According to the materials of ethnography of Ajara)

Our work is defined by the materials of ethnography we recorded while
introducing everyday culture and ethnography of Ajara.

Searching and studying of the materials of ethnography and public curing
facilities ensured us, that the traditions of folk medicine still goes on and folk memory
stored the experience and knowledge of the ancestors until today.

Observing the ethnographic materials showed us that people owning the
knowledge of folk medicine still largely exist even today. In the article you’ll meet
Archil Tsulukidze professional of folk medicine from Khulo region, village — didajara,
who has great curing experience.

The recipes of the medicines made at home, family practice was given by
inheritance in most cases. Part of curing recipes are give from ancestors as inheritance
to Archil Tsulukidze, part of curing facilities are searched and studied by him.

Men professionals of folk medicine were called “dastakar”, they were mainly
aware of fixing wounds. Women mainly made ointments, they were called curers.
We broke the tradition and called Archil Tsulukidze as curer, as he mainly uses plants
in his medicines, curing burnings, kidneys, liver, etc

In the article folk curing materials and curing methods of Ajara is compared to
materials recorded in other regions (Imereti, samegrelo, Svaneti), which is searched
and studied by the representatives scientific-researching institute of dialectology of
Ak. Tsereteli state University.

Thus, nowadays population mainly uses professional medical means, but folk
medicine and veterinary haven’t lost their value.
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