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ABOUT “RAWIYAS” IN THE MEDIEVAL ARABIC LITERATURE

The development process of Arabic literature begins from pre-Islam period
and it has an important place in forming Arabic history and forming their nationality.
The creating process of Arabic literature is a product of Arabs and non Arabs, Muslims
and non Muslims, people who made their contribution in its development, belonged
to different ethnical groups, who “lost” their language, habits, traditions under the
influence of Arab conquerors, and joined the universal Arabic world, which is based
on one religion.

The poetry of Pre-Islamic period is considered to be the pure Arabic poetry, in
the next periods we see the influence of other conquered nations (Persia, Egypt, etc)
and their participation in the development of literature. '

The tradition of recording the stories of history and literature existed before
VII century. Legends and the stories of literature used to spread on number of
generations verbally, by so called “rdwiyas” e.g. verbal story tellers, who made the
special contribution in bringing the Arabic poetry of medieval period to us. They
tried to listened the creations of prose and poetry and study them by heart.

Arabic literature accepts the following classification of rawiyas: rdwiyas who
studied the verses by heart, rawiyas who told the stories, rawiyas of tribes, rawiyas
of poets, rdwiyas of mystification makers, and rawiyas scholars. Particularly the
rdwiyas who studied the tests by heart always accompanied the authors, studied
their verses and read them on different meetings. Rawiyas who told the text to
public, used to tell the works of contemporary and old poets. Rawiyas of tribes went
to different meetings, listened, studied and read them in their tribes. Rawiyas of
poets used to be next to poets (single poet might have several rawiyas), followed
them everywhere, remembered all the works of them and tell them publicly on different
occasions. Rawiya mystification makers were busy falsifying the old Arabic poetry
according to different aims. The main function of rdwiya scholars was critic and
fixation of the old Arabic Poetry.

All kinds of rdwiyas had their own positions in the audience of beduins of that
time and played enormous role in the development of Arabic literature. They did
most important job in the whole Arabic peninsula, remembered cach verse and read
them. Gradually the privileges of rawiyas enlarged. The most of poets were readers
originally as well. It can be said that the profession of rawiyas defined the poetic
career of a person in the future. While analyzing the types of rdwiyas it’s important
to mark the typological differences between them. Most often some rdwiyas combines
several types, which is supposed to express the features, which were characteristic
for the late period of pre-Islamic Arabic literature.

Thus, during the long period from V to IX centuries old Arabic poetry primarily
was spread verbally, and rawiyas had the significant role in this process. During that
time the function of rAdwiyas was being changed in some ways.
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