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ONE MORE ATTEMPT TO ASSESS VAKHTANG ORBELIANI'S
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL WORLD VIEW

The Georgian literary science assesses the world view of Vakhtang Orbeliani
(1812-1890), one of the most important representatives of Georgian romanticism,
as that of a protector of the feudal class and the opponent of the newly risen
bourgeois stratum in Georgia. This assessment is based on his poem “Homeland’s
Response,” a polemical work written in response to Ilia Chavchavadze’s poem “My
Dear Country.” Chavchavadze’s poem is optimistic in its fervour while Orbeliani’s
view of his homeland’s future is pessimistic because merchants are gradually getting
hold of it. '

Our literary science perceives merchants as bourgeois and symbols of the
capitalist system. Hence, the fact that Vakhtang Orbeliani is not loyal to merchants is
regarded as his opposition to the bourgeois system.

This view is not correct.

First, almost all merchants in Georgia were non-Georgians even in the late 19th
century.

Second, the merchant in Vakhtang Orbeliani’s poem is of non-Georgian ethnic
origin.

Hence, the fact that Vakhtang Orbeliani was not loyal to those merchants
who had got hold of the poet’s homeland almost completely due to their activities
should be understood not in the context of confrontation between classes but as his
concern caused by an ethnic danger.
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