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RITA TSAKADZE
ANTON LORTKIFANIDZE

The subject matter of the article is the biographical information of Anton
Lortkifanidze _ the founder of Kutaisi Scientific Library and the well- known public
ﬁoureij,lghge article gives the precise details of his public work, which suffers the lack
of publicity.

The significant notes about the life and public work of Anton Lortkifanidze
can be found 1n the obituary, published in the newspaper “Kvali” ( the trait) 1894.
The materials of the same level are contained in the works collected and published
by Ioseb Imedashvili.

After graduating the faculty of law from the University of Odessa, Anton
established the book depository_ the library, he made a valuable contribution in
founding the theatre of Kutaisi as well.

The article gives the information about his wife Elene (Lola), the daughter of
Dimitri Kipiani, the worthy companion of his, who was actively involved in public
processes. She was the initiator of forming the union of women, and the magazine
“The addition of Georgian Library” was started. Elene and her friend women were
actively involved in the works of the society spreading reading and writing skills
among Georgians.

In the 70-80s of XIX century the populist movement became active in Georgia.
Anton and his wife were blamed to have connections with them. Simon Khundadze
writes about this fact in his monographic work “Dimitri Kifiani” In 1976 Anton and
his wife were arraigned for participating in sabotaging political unions. Elene’s brother
Nikoloz was watched by police.

The materials kept in the museum of Georgian revolution and in central archive
confirm that Anton and Elene Lortkifanidzes were the genuine members of the populist
movement of Kutaisi. The captain of the gendarmery of Kutaisi headquarters
Kristoforov names Anton and Elene Lortkifanidze in his report, for whom the store
house of literature was banned, along with Gabichvadze ang Mikheil Kifiani.

In the autumn of 1976 the library fund of Anton was searched but the banned
literature wasn’t found there, Anton and Kirile Lortkifanidzes had got the secret
information beforehand, however Anton and Elen Lortkifanidzes were imprisoned
for a small period.

Anton Lortkifanidze had to work in terms of constant circumstances of being
watched and persecuted for his national approaches and social works, despite of
these facts he sincerely made his contribution for his nation. -
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