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SHORENA KHADURI
THE HISTORY OF LIBRARIES IF FRANCE

The subject matter of the article is the first important stage of the history of
libraries in France, which is connected with the medieval times. The library work of
this period is combined with episcopathy. The libraries of monks with their scriptoriums
provide the enrichment of library funds by adding new works. They used to manage
rewriting of rare manuscripts. Scriptoriums were mainly combined with libraries.

The next significant stage is the university libraries formed in 12th century.
The role of royal libraries is of great importance as well, which enjoys the most
positive publicity.

The development of Humanism in 14th century and the invention of the print
house in 15th century provide the development of libraries. In France the public
libraries begin to emerge at the end of the 16th century. The first public library is the
library of Mazarin in Paris. Cardinal Mazarin was the famous patron of art and
bibliophile. His collection of books was really highly valued. He let the scientists use
the library. From the year 1643 the library became available for the society as well.

The French Revolution made the important changes in the library work (1789).
Public libraries begin to develop widely from 19th century. As for the real development
of libraries it begins in 20th century. It is reflected primarily by the improvement of
catalogues and classification. Library work becomes various by exhibitions, public
reading, conferences and colloquiums. The real computerization of libraries dates
from 1980. The article gives the information about the National Library of France as
well, 1t is considered tr\ be the well-known in the F‘urnp;a The rnyal 'ibra."y of
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according to the periods of different kings. The National Library of France used to
have different names during the different periods: royal, imperial, national. It was
the private library the kings of France during number of years. During the period of
the King Francis | It was the richest library in whole Europe. This library was no
longer considered as a private, it was available for scientists as well. It became
extremely rich during the period of French Revolution. From the year of 1988 it sees
the period of great changes. President Mitterrand supported the program of reforms,
which considered making the digital format of books. The national library of France
begins to use the modern technologies of transferring the data. One of the important
point is Gallica which is the digital version of the national library of France consists
the number of printed additions, graphic materials and voice records.
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