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TEIMURAZ GVANTSELADZE

~ THE FIRST ABKHAZIAN TRANSLATION OF SHOTA
RUSTAVELI’S POEM “THE MAN IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN”

There are two full poetic translations of Shota Rustaveli’s poem “The Man in
the Panther’s Skin”in Abkhazian. The first one was translated by the founder of the
Abkhazian literature Dimitri Gulia and the other one — by the poet Mushni Lasuria.

In 1937 the 750* anniversary of creating of Rustaveli’s poem was widely
celebrated. In 1938 Dimitri Gulia began to translate a full text of the poem in Abkhazian.
The translator finished working in 1941. During translating of the poem Dimitri
Gulia was consulted by Simon Janashia and his pupil Ketevan Lomtatidze, experts
of the Abkhazian language and Abkhazlan studies.

In 1941 D. Gulia’s Abkhazian translation of Shota Rusteveli’s poem was
published at a high level polygraph. An editor of the translation was S. Janashia.
The book was illustrated by Mose Toidze’s drawings. In the introduction of the
book Abkhazian scholar and public figure Mikheil Delba explained the Abkhazian
readers the great importance of Shota Rustaveli’s poem not only for Georgian but
for other world peoples’ culture-and among them of Abkhazians.

‘The translation has been done ata hlgh level Many peculiarities of the Georgian
origin are maintained. '

D.Gulia;s Abkhazian translatlon has been published several times and was
popuiar among Abkhazian readers. Besides, separate parts of the poem have been
included in different programs of the Abkhazian secondary school programs.
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