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b GVANTSA GVANTSELADZE

PRAGMATIC ASPECTS OF ANIMAL NAMES
ACCORDING TO “THE MAN IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN”

The paper represents the research outcomes of comparisons and metaphors
originated from animal names used in “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin”.

For human characteristic feature the poem uses more animal names than the
hagiographic works of the 5-18" cc., at the same time almost each name has more
than metaphorical meaning. The poem gives also some comparisons and metaphors
of Biblical origin. Most of them are of the author’s coinage or comes from the
folklore. In the poem metaphors are originated from 31 names. Of them only nine
are of ecclesiastical and they mainly have different secondary semantics.

Based on the poem title it was expected that the word figer should have becen
used for human characteristic feature. But this word was confirmed seven times as
a comparing word and once as a metaphor. But the word /ion is more popular and is
often used for denoting only kings and a commander-in-chief of Arabs Avtandil (in
the end of the poem Avtandil is the king’s husband).

As differently from hagiography many new comparing lexical and
morphological tools occur in “The Man in the Panther’s Skin”: postpositions. case-
markers; the verbs denoting comparison...
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