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OTAR GOGOLISHVILI

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE FORMATION OF
NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN BATUMI AT THE END OF 19™ CEN-
TURY AND IN THE EARLY HALFE OF THE 20™ CENTURY

At the beginning of the 20" century Batumi has already been a big city. With
carriage-ways, railway stations, water-pipes, secondary schools for girls and boys,
civilian colleges for almost for all nationalities, with a hospital for 120 patients and
with a roofed market on the square of Nuria. With an tarmac pavements, post-
office, and a new building of the city council, which adorns Batumi even nowadays.
Banks and their branch offices have been opened, founded pawnshop and so on.
Cultural festivals became more frequent. The so-called iron theatre set in motion.
Nobody was surprised about the performances, which were staged by theatrical
groups from the capital city. Also local theatrical groups had appeared. All these
were the result of untiring work of self-government. Quite a number of talented and
devoted people appeared to be committed to national affairs, who finally affirmed,
that Georgians can guide and do common affairs better than others. Georgian soldiers
and officers, who served in military units, were like minded and they were doing the

1 + at
same work, as the patriots, who worked in self government. Some of them were
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chosen as the members of self-gévemfnent; -who actively participated in common

affairs. For example, senior colonel of fortress military unit staff Ioseb Mdivani,
lieutenant-colonel Niko Dumbadze and of course lieutenant-colonel Davit Kidiashvili,
who was a great Georgian writer and patriot. There were also some:others, whose
exploits will be studied so as to become a matter of respect in future. Their national
activities aren’ta less heroic, because ru551ﬁcat10n pohtlcs of the empire was stronger
in military units: “Your motherland is Russia and you are Russian, too. “ Russian”,
with this phrase Georglan youth was foisted upon-in military -units. and they were
trying to turn them into obedient machines. Our national public figures were trying
to resist with united forces to such antihuman and antinational politics. They were
trying to help and lead out youth on the national grounds.

81



	DSC01460_1L
	DSC01460_1L_1
	DSC01461_1L
	DSC01461_2R
	DSC01462_1L
	DSC01462_2R

