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GURAM TAKNIASHVILI

“THE KNIGHT IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN” IN THE WORKS
OF THE ORBELIANILS

Shota Rustaveli’s “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” has its honored place in the
treasury of the world culture. The influence of the poem on the creations of the subsequent
generations of the Georgian authors has been widely evidenced. Works. dedicated to
Shota Rustaveli_ were created by the poets and public figures who come from the Orbeliani
princely family: Alexandre, David, Vakhtang, Sulhkan-Saba, Nino and Elisabeth Orbelianis.

‘The Society of Spreading Literacy among Georgians posed a question of collating
the printed and manuscript versions of Rustaveli’s epic poem. Nino, Vakhtang and Grigol
Orbelianis took active part in the Commission of Establishing “The Knight in the Panther’s
Skin Text. In the 80s of the 19* century the panel had an access on six printed and five
manuscript versions. Particularly notable contribution to the activities of the Commission
of Establishing “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin Text and in staging the live pictures of
the characters of the poem was made by Nino Abashidze-Orbeliani. Other participants in
staging the live pictures were Olgha Chavchavadze, Ketevan Bagration-Gruzinski, Ekaterine
Gabashvili etc. _

The relation to “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” had been particularly revealed in
the works of Vakhtang Orbeliani, a prominent representative of the Georgian romanticism.
He dedicated to Shota Rustaveli masterly poems, like: The Orphan, A Candle in the Mid of
Ruins, and more. B

Alexandre wrote a poem Rustaveli and a poem with the same title was also composed
by Grigol Orbelianis where he says that time cannot fade Rustaveli’s wisdom.

Aleksandre Jambakur-Orbeliani published an article in Tsiskari, a journal, entitled
“The Georgian Speech and Writing” in which he divides the Georgian language into three
categories. The language of “The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” is referred to elegant.

According to the researchers (Aleksandre Baramidze) the language of Sulkhan-
Saba is close to that of Rustaveli’s and bears its influence.

Elisabed Orbeiiani coniribuied to the iransiation of the poem in European

languages. She published her prosaic translation of the poem into the French language.
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