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VAKHTANG TEVDORADZE

MADHI IN THE OMIAN-MUSLIM ERA PO{ETRY
REPRESENTATIVE AL - AKHTAL WORKS

Madhi (“eulogy”) is featured and counts as the most traditional form of Arab
classical forms and genres. Madhi as the genre had lots of common with other
genres. The majority of medieval poetry whose authors are the Kingdom poets is
dedicated to the country’s governors or the Royal Court representatives. As it was
mentioned above, these poems were inspired by political, economic and other reasons
of that time Royal Court. In order to better portray the Madhis genre, it is important
to discuss the works of Al — Akhtal, an Oman-Muslim Era Poetry representative.
The language and the composition of poems of Al-Akhtal are strictly traditional. He
begins his work with lyrical introduction, and then moves to the main topic — where
Al-Akhtal praises the hero and gives the description of the hero’s features. A fter the
praising is finished, at the end of the “Madhi”, he begins praising of its ancestor and
tribe, and at the same time describes their heroic deeds. Particularly, Al-Akhtal
underlines special merit of Taghlibi Tribe for Omian Royal Court and its
representatives. Hence his Madhi (eulogy) was directed to Omian Governors, the
poet was bringing strong arguments in order to strengthen their position in the Royal
Court. Also, the author was stating the arguments that reflected the legitimacy of
their governing. The biggest role on strengthening the praises mentioned in Madhi
mainly counted on the professionalism of the poet. His thought was to describe
these things so nicely, clean, laconically, that they be unsurpassed both in the earlier
pre-Isiamic works and in his contemporary poetry.
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