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NESTAN KUTIVADZE

‘THE KNIGHT IN THE PANTHERS SKIN’ AND
CRITICAL DISCOURSE OF THE EARLY HALF
OF THE 19™ CENTURY

‘The Knight in the Panthers Skin’ by Shota Rustaveli had several interesting
that was mterchanged thh an adequate understandmg of the poem and allusive
conceptualization of the text. It is the analysis of literary-critical discourse that gives
the possibility to observe the introspection connected with ‘The Knight in the Panthers
Skin’ in various epochs.

In previous centuries a brilliant poem by Shota Rustaveli has become a topic
of discussion many times that was mostly expressed in a verse form. After the first
half of the XIX century, along with the development of journalism, the publication
of letters of literary-critical nature and the discussion around the masterpiece from
the epoch of the King Tamar started taking place more intensively. In this respect,
the letter of Luarsab Arghutashvili _‘Something for Rustaveli’ published in ‘Thbilisis

Utskebani’ (Tbilisi Communiqué) is of note as well as a famous article of Solomon

¢ b
nf‘\f‘ael'\\llli _ A c]’\r\rf Dn‘nnnr r\*pnar\rg}an th»xuturc (1 83’1)



“303b0bBgscmlish” s XIX bagggbol I Babygéol d"“é“dm‘; raliggélto

The publications of later decades are of a different nature. They raise the
problems such as: the originality of the poem, conceptuahzatlon in the light of the
“world view, connection with the historic reahty and more. In this respect, ‘Definition
of the poem ‘The Knight in the Panthers Skin” by Teimuraz ‘Bagrationi, ‘About the
Georgian Poem _ ‘The Knight in the Panthers Skin” by Davit Chubinishvili, ‘The
Masterpiece of Georgian Poetry’ by G. Baratashvili are of note. In the same period
the issues connected with the adequate translation of the poem were brought to the
foreground. The publications of Davit Chubinishvili and 1. Evlakhov refer to the
above-mentioned issues in particular.

The critical discourse. of the second half of the 19* century is almost fully
determmed by “The Knight in the Pantheérs Skin’, If in the 1820-30s critical discourse
covers only the evaluation of the poem and indication of its peculiarities in later
decades a wide spectrum of problems comes to the foreground. Moreover, unlike
the previous centuries it is free from religious approaches and is directed to a deeper
analysis and manifestation of the peculiar characteristics of the text.
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