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3. Bedady

MANANA TABIDZE

SPEECH ETIQUETTE AND THE PERSONAL PRONOUNS
IN “THE MAN IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN”

In the modern Georgian “tkveni”, plural of the 2™ person, a universal
component present in official and etiquette bound communications has a guaranteed
usage. Above all, norms of etiquette realized in speech have an influence on the
society promoting the establishment of a certain type of relationships. These
relationships are then responsible for keeping the social order, preserving values and
the memory of the past. In other words, the society itself creates its etiquette
norms (obviously, along with other norms), and then again, it (the society) turns
into an object that is brought up by the established norms, thus, ultimately the norm
also creates the society.

Etiquette norms, especially the speech etiquette, are an indicator of social and
cultural accomplishment, stability of the state traditions, and of the highest competence
in the language. Judging from these standpoints, Rustaveli’s epic poem is a reflection
of the high culture of the Georgian society of that time, the best expression of
loyalty to social and international ideals, a paragon of social and cultural development

of the epoch.
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