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TARIEL PUTKARADZE

" FEATURES OF THE STATES DESCRIBED IN SHOTA RUSTAVELI’S
“THE MAN IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN”
REASONS OF FAILURES AND SUCCESS
(or why Georgia is not mentioned in the genial work?)

Among the fifteen states featured in “the Man in the Panther’s Skin” there is
no reference about Georgia. Among the principal countries referred to in the text are
names of those ones that were big political entities of the author’s time. This fact
indicates Rustaveli’s intention to speak to his audience in the global context about
the models of the states, of their coexistence and of the internal arrangement principles
of kingdoms. Rustaveli was a great poet and a public man who presented his political
concepts on the arrangement of states to his contemporary Georgians and to
generations in the future. Namely, he speaks about unacceptable principles and the
vital ones of state arrangements, the consideration of which would be beneficial for
Georgia, and for any nation, in general.

The problems and prospects of kingdoms posed in “the Man in the Panther’s
Skin” bring forth quite a few issues and questions, for instance:

I.The king of Arabia is the only king among the seven kings (Rostevan,
Parsadan, Saradin, Ramaz, Pridon, Melik-Surkhav, Dulardukhti) who is exalted
and ordained by the god; he is wise in council and judgments; administering fair
judgments in solving the question of royal heir(ess) ...

I reckon this episode is Rustaveli’s indirect approval of the wedlock between
Queen Tamar and David Soslan to say that making a woman a king and co-ruling of
her husband, the nobleman highly honored at the royal court (in case of David Soslan,
a member of the Bagrationi family) is a pledge of the state’s inner stability.

Cf.: The invitation of the foreigner to marry a princess who has already
become a queen appears a closc call for “the great India” to be overcome by the
sinall and weak Klaiaeil; ihis episode mighi as well emphasize the threat caused by
bringing Georg (Yuri) the Rusi as Queen Tamar’s spouse.

2.Ramaz — King of Khataeti, a freedom-fighter, is a devoted hero for his people;
he is honored even by his invaders (e.g. Tariel, king of India); but Ramaz’ fight does
not end with success; neither is he devastated; here Shota Rustaveli says: ruler’s of
small countries, who are adjacent to the great neighbors playing big geopolitical
games, should have ingenious and subtle strategy to survive the aggression of the
powerfulineighbor.

3.In various episodes of the “the Man in the Panther’s Skin” we see marauding
people; however, the author avoids mentioning their ethnic origin, except from the
two instances. Namely, Khataetians and Kajis.

I think that these facts have reflexive relation to the failure of Khataeti and
Kajeti. Cf.: Kajeti, whosc people arc busy with plundering, is completely perished:

Roshaki, a chiefiain of the army of thousands, is pirating with a troop of a
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hundred men. Shota Rustaveli seems to weaken the feeling of pity towards the
defeated kingdoms. ‘

4. Among the models of states discussed in the poem the author favors the
model of the “Arabia”, that is why, the greater part of the poem deals with this
country. Among the disliked countries, after Kajeti, comes out “Seas Kingdom”
(king — Melik-Surkhavi) and Gulansharo, her capital city, where the main aim
of its people is to entertain, drink alcohol, gamble and making money through trade
and earn the status in the royal court through paying big sums; here love is recognized
as merely the carnal attraction and adultery is the normal rule; “Seas Kingdom” is
not based on moral and patriotic values; it is a state created according to cosmopolitan
principlés, which represents a transitory “version” between the systems of normal
and violent states. Here, I can be quite positive that Rustaveli would not like to
suit Georgia into this model.

The paper has broad discussion about the question of the royal dynasty
inheritance in case of the king having only daughter. Namely, Rustaveli provides
three variants of the questions of the royal dynasty legacy (in the medieval
century making a woman a Queen is a problem theme):

- co-ruler becomes the only daughter’s spouse — a son from the same people
only from a lower social status;

- co-ruler becomes the only daughter’s spouse — (a prince) brought from the
foreign state;

- co-ruler becomes the only daughter’s spouse — a man from the royal family,
not a king but an owner of an administrative unit.

Rostevan, a king of Arabia, ordained by god, at the first stage, chooses the

second variant and with this choice he maintains the stability of the kingdom. Parsadan,
the king decides on the first variant and perishes his country; while the author develops
the narration according to the third variant.
s Erroneous judgment of the king Parsadan and his unfair decisions brought
tragic turns in the poem resulting the crisis in the ruling house, ultimately, weakening
the” Great India” so much so that it could hardly survive from the devastation
caused by a small Khataeti kingdom. Ct.:

The similar to it fate was pending on Queen Tamar’s Georgia, in case she had
satyed in the hand of Giorgi Russi, the foreigner, who was then expelled from Georgia.

I think that the lesson from here is that:

Shota Rustaveli, on the example of “India”, teaches us that unlawful change
of the royal dynasty and, in general, an unlawful change of any government is
of catastrophic outcomes. And he broadly discusses the variant whose proponent
he is:

On the approval of the king of Arabia co-ruler becomes a local nobleman.
Avtandil, and not a foreigner; this moment can also be examined from the
romantic context: Shota Rustaveli’s dream is transferred into the creative work
(Artistic transformation of the unrealized love towards the princess).

in the political field of the medievai centuries such a big compromise by the
great king looks less realistic. But, then, Rustaveli makes it clear that the latter decision
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made-the country happy while the opposite history, refusal to Tariel to become a
king, made the country miserable.

I consider my conclusions logical:

Shota Rustaveli stated with great success that making David Soslani a
king was fair and reasonable decision.

This context is also acceptable for the explanation of the words of dedication
in the epilogue:

“I have transferred this tale into Georgian verse for the amusement/ of David
our lord whom the sun of heavens serves in his course;/ For him whose invincible
might strikes fear from East to West,/ Who burns and destroys the traitor, helps
and enriches the loyal” (transl. V.Urushadze).

All the stories of the states discussed in the poem is the analysis of the
variants of 11"-13" cc. Georgia’s political courses and not the description of
different countries. This view can also be confirmed with the fact that all the
characters of the poem speak with the observance of high eloquent, most
precise, Georgian language. This paper intends to explain the fact why
Rustaveli never mentions Georgia in his poem.
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