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SVETLANA ADAMIA
A-_-EB CIRCUMFIX AND CAUSATIVE OF THE GEORGIAN VERB

There are controversial points of view concerning the function of a-vowel
prefix. It is impossible to discuss the a-vowel prefix if initially a-prefix and a- are not
distinguished as the part of a-_eb- circumfix. The aim of the presented paper is to
consider a- with reference to morphological category as the part of the circumfix
and discuss the causative form groups. In this paper I analyze the material selected
from the One-volume Explanatory Dictionary of the Georgian Language.

We regard that in the form like a-ker-eb+in-eb-s only simple (-in-, -iv-) or
complex (-evin-) suffixes cannot express grammatical function of the causative:
existence of a and e vowel suffixes are necessary; correspondingly, we can talk
about causation as a labeled form only in case the verb caliber in the first series looks
like this: a’e~root+ev-/in-/evin-+eb-.

We think that there is a three-step causative system in the Georgian language;
the first one is the first form of the verb which, correspondingly, is not marked. The
second one is a-...-eb circumfix formed verbal forms, the third one is so-called
“double causative’-mainly three-valence or four-valence (the latter is found in dialects)
forms:

tsukhs>>a-tsukh-eb-s>>a-tsukh-eb-in-eb-s.

In the literary language, the causative forms formed by a/e_-ev-/in-/-evin-/
_eb- formants may be two-valence or three-valence verbs (materials are cited from
the Explanatory Dictionary of the Georgian Language):

e-kvl-ev+in-eb-a, e-chm-ev-in+eba, e-sm-ev+in-eba...

a-zomv-in-eb-s, a-telv-in-eb-s, a-tesv-in-eb-s, a-tokhn-in-eb-s, a-ban-in-eb-
s. a-barv-in-eb-s, a-berv-in-eb-s...
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