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LELA AVALIANI

ON THE HISTORY OF THE MEDIEVAL CENTURIES’ ARABIC
GRAMMAR SCHOOLS

In the close of the 6™ and beginning of the 7* centuries drastic changes took
place in the Arab peninsula. Islam, new monotheistic religion, replaces polytheistic
religion. The Arabic language is proclaimed as the divine tongue in 632. The creation
of the Koran text lays foundation of the official, standard Arabic language. Arabic
language becomes the mandatory language for all Muslims. Conversion of peoples
other than those of the Arabic origin to Islam bore threats to the language of Koran
and the literary Arabic, in general. Deviation from the language norms and different
interpretation of religious dogmas was but to be expected. That is why the
normalization of the literary language became a matter of crucial importance.
Apparently, the learning and treating Arabic language turned into an affair of the
state. That was a reason why the grammar schools of Basra and Kufa and later of
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achieved high scientific levels.

Considering certain specialist literature this article presents the history of the
development of the Arabic grammar schools and their importance for learning the
history of the Arabic language.
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