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OMAR GVETADZE

ON THE POETICS OF THE ANCIENT GEORGIAN
EULOGIST AUTHORS

Owing to its ideas and artistic qualities and purposes panegyric-court poetry
assumes a very special importance in the ancient Georgian literature. “Tamariani” by
Chakhrukhadze and “Abdulmessiani” by loane Shavteli are the two outstanding monuments
of this kind composed in the twelfth century.

Since the 13™ century and the periods that followed, together with the gradual
decline of the royal authority, the genre partly lost its actuality. However, this genre of the
secular poetry revives to a certain degree during the renaissance period. Georgian praise-
court poetry has its roots in the preceding literary traditions. It has more or less similar
structure as of the religious hymns.

There are instances of the eulogist poetry that are created in the different social.
political and cultural environment, with a considerable epochal distances, and from the
modern view it is quite possible that much of the artificial and aesthetic raiment and the
content of the works appear ambiguous. In the fireworks of poetic means like: hyperbolized
comparisons, similes, metaphors, homonyms, and majamas. (i.e. rich rhymes, two or
more different words that happen to sound the same), applied in the odes - the real image
of the personage and the spiritual world of protagonists of the lyrics has often rendered
indiscernible.

In “Tamariani” the author strives to work miracles and talk about the Queen
Tamar as about the God and at the same time put forward Georgian state’s messianic
aspirations. In order to create external effects eulogists often deliberately break grammar
rules, quote other literary sources, make use of the Biblical allusions, and of the ancient
Greek and Latin works and of the Persian poetry. The peculiarities of the poetics of
works written by Georgian eulogists become clear when compared them to their
contemporary Persian poetry. The moments of literary similarity and of differences
underline the reality that the Georgian eulogist poetry evolved through its original path
imprinted with the national Georgian consciousness, the brightest examples of which are
“Tamariani” and “Abdulmessiani™.
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