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TAMAR GOGOLADZE
FROM THE DOWNFALL TO THE RISE

The 70-year-old “epoch of socialism” with its squabbles, with the inexorable
exposure of the events is depicted in the novel “Ascension™ by a chronicle writer
Otar Chkheidze. The heroes, frightened, humiliated, constrained people from the real
generation and cieated by the witter are seen i the composiie cucle. Despite tlus
they still remain as people by their faith, respect to the values of life and by their
striving to Ascension. The struggle between good and evil is still in the plot of the
novel where a snake is the symbol of an unexpected threat and surrogate depiction
of the fear, which haunts kind people, Gvaram, Hkhvtiso, Nestan, nearby premises
of an abandoned church, who had left the town. With his own unique style the
author introduces the real characters in the novel: a master painter (it can be Lado
Gudiashwvili); Titsian Tabidze, Shalva Dadiani, Ekvtime Takaishvili, Shalva Nutsubidze
and “the powerful people of this country™ who, beyond the walls of the Kremlin and
in the torturing rooms, are waiting for their victims and looking forward to promotion
in their career (Rukhadze). Each character is tangled and rolled in the kaleidoscope
of the words where repetition serves to the tension of the plot, satirist devices give
colors in which author’s cue, as of the one devices reveals his attitude as of a

chronicier.
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