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GURAM TAKNIASHVILI
BOOK AS AN OBJECT OF POLITICAL PERSECUTION

The free word expressed by means of a book awakened the human mind and
equipped the humankind with scientific knowledge. Printed word soon turned into a
powerful weapon to fight for justice. Consequently, the ruling class always sought
to wrest control over the activities related to printing and spreading of books. Because
of the awareness of such a value of the book even at the advent of the printed word
the idea of fighting against, banning and, in a lot of instances, destroying it was born.
The institution called “censor” in charge of the issuing rights over the edition through
censorship was created. The word “censure” stems from the Latin language meaning
“making assessment”. Censorship allowed those in power to persecute books on
poiiticai and reiigious grounds. In 1471 the Pope issued an edict that ‘no book couid -
ever be printed without prior judgments.” In 1804 Russia adopted official censorship
regulation. The ministry of education was entitled to supervise the law. As a result
the ministry applied it as a tool for the political persecution of books.

Before the late half of the 19% century the Georgian book was published under
“the order of the emperor and the blessing of the patriarch.” In 1848 the Censorship
Commission of the Caucasus was established. The printed word, periodicals, had
great importance for the formation of the Georgian social thought. The Georgian
public-men 1. Chavchavadze, A. Tsereteli, D. Kipiani, S. Meskhi, P.Umikashvili,
Z.Chichinadze N.Nikoladze and others greatly valued the role of the question.
Particularly famous for his relentless fight against the censorship was N.Nikoladze.
Political persecution of books had a systematic character as the Communist Party of
Russia embarked its activities. After K. Marx established his political education V.1

i enin brought it up to the new height, Tt was Tenin who introduced the principie of
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partiality in literature and in printed word, in general. From this period the Georgian
book was persecuted by the communist ideology.

The special order of the Censorship Committee banned several works of the
classical Georgian literature. In 1992 the body named ‘mtavlit’ (chief literarure)
was formed. Among other functions its office issued the list of books, which were
to be removed from the libraries for political reasons. Libraries were allowed to have
special funds of books where the copies of books removed by ‘mtavlit’s™ order was
retained. In the 1930s in the list of banned literature appeared such books as “Mother
Tongue,” a first grade school book by lakob Gogebashvili, 1876-1920 editions; “the
Glory” anthem text of Georgia by K. Potskhverashvili, and more, even some such
works of the Georgian classical literature, which, in fact, had nothing to do with
political principles.

Since 1990s the law of Georgia adopted by the parliament prohibits censorship.
The freedem of expression is proclaimed by the Constitution.
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