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VAKHTANG TEVDORADZE

HIKMAH (WITH GEORGIAN EQUIVALENTS)
IN PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIC POETRY

Hikmah is a genre of the pre-Islamic Arabic poetry, which blends into other
genres in Qasidah (a form of Arabic verse). In some instances a poet uses it together
with other themes or with its own. In some cases Hikmabh is trite and lackluster as
one and the same idea is recurrent with different authors. Neither the unity of the
verse is strictly determined etc. Sometimes one might find it boring, like much of the
pre-Islamic poetry, as we judge them from the modern standpoints.

Pre-Islamic Arab poets’ hikma main themes are the fundamental human
questions: how the human appeared in this world, his/her life-aims and duties,
relationships with other human-beings. They suggest that in life the one needs prudence,
balance, love of truth, forgetfulness to animosity and envy and that a noble person
always stands higher to that of the evil. One should not forget generosity and charity
to the poor and needy. Poets speak about the injustice of this world, about the
attitude of the society towards benevolence and benevolent people, pessimistic sounds .
are also heard. Poets emphasize human qualities, saying that it is impossible to conceal
negative qualities all the time because some day the laws of life impose one to reveal
one’s true self sooner or later. Another big theme of hikma is the relationship between
the life and the death. Studying the pre-Islamic hikma showed that in the Arabic
world of that period people were concerned with questions like birth, death, and
tried to answer the questions: What is life? Why does a Man live? What is the essence
of life and death? Talking about death poets describe the eternal place for human-
beings to rest, grave from where there is no way out, never was and never will ever
be; death waits for everyone young and old . rich and poor they all appear in cold
graves.

One more other theme is destiny. Like the theme of life and death it is also full
of comparisons, figurative expressions, and impressive evamples. Destiny is a seller
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a traitor. One never knows when it betrays a person. It hangs around in and haunts
everywhere, never shying away from anything and anyone. It has no regard to the
origin or the rank.

The equivalents to pre-Islamic hikma are quite in common the Georgian poetry,
mainly in the form of aphorisms. In certain instances hikma bears didactic purpose,
it provides advice. which is not unfamiliar to the Georgian literature.
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