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EKATERINE KAKHIDZE

ADMINISTRATIONAL AND TERRITORIAL DIVISION
OF IMERETI IN 18™ -19™ CENTURIES

In the close of 18" c. and the beginning of the 19* c. before the Russian
empire carried out her administrative reforms in the Georgian kingdoms and
principalities, the situation was as follows:

Imereti kingdom was divided into Vake, Okriba-lechkhumi and Zemo Mkhari
commander territories; Odishi principality: Zugdidi and Senaki butler areas; Guria
principality: Ozurgeti and Senaki butler areas; the administrational units of Abkhazia
principalily were: Pskhu, Bzipi, Gumista, Tsebeida, Abzhua, Samurzaqkano; Svaneti
was divided into two branches of Dadeshkeliani; the third part was free Svaneti.

In West Georgia there was formed Imereti commander area; it was divided
into Kutaisi, Shorapani, Vake, Racha, Chkhari, Sachkhere districts. Though, by 1814
the districts of Sachkhere and Chekhri were abolished and Imereti was divided into
four districts.

In 1849 Yerevan province was established, which covered Yerevan,
Nakhychevan and Alexandropolis mazras (districts); but Akhalkalaki district
(sabokaulo), which was the part of Alexandropolis district, was transferred to
Akhaltsikhe district of Kutaisi Province.

Kutaisi Province united the following districts:
1) Kutaisi, 2) Racha, 3) Shorapani, 4) Ozurgeti, and 5) Akhaltsikhe districts.
1848 in the province was united Samurzakano district. Racha district was

diw i i K i S ; S hatavi nalice districrs:
divided 1nto tour Rugeuli, Kudaro-mamisoni, Etseri and Khotevt pohice Gistricts]
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Shorapani district was divided into Argveti, Dimi, Sachkhere, Sveri, Kharagauli,.
Chkhari and Shorapani police districts.

In 1867, after abolishing Odishi principality, Zugdidi, Sachkhere, Senaki and
Lechkhumi districts were united in Kutaisi province.

By the end of 1886 four stage structure had been formed: The Caucasus
region- Provinces- Districts- police districts.

By 1900 Georgia was divided into the following administrational unites:

Tbilisi Province consisted of nine districts and one region.

As for Kutaisi province, by 1900, it united seven districts and three regions.

This form of administrating maintained in the subsequent years of Russian
empire. Batumi and Artvini regions were united in Batumi region, Sukhumi region
was ruled by the governor-general. In 1904 Russian government annexed Gagra
sector to Sochi region of the Black Sea province.

Administrational units of Imereti province are: Kutaisi, Bagdati, Vani,
Zestaphoni, Terjola, Samtredia, Sachkhere, Tkibuli, Tskaltubo, Chiatura, Kharagauli,
Khoni.

Considering historical traditions the territory of Imereti can be restored as
follows: Argveti district, which will unite Kharagauli, Sachkhere, Zestaphoni, Terjola,

Bagdati, Tkibuli and Chiatura regions, with Zestaphoni, the center.
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