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NESTAN KUTIVADZE

LITERARY DISCOURSE OF ONE ETIOLOGICAL NARRATIVE
(According to the Works by Vazha-Pshavela and Shio Aragvispireli)

Animal epic is an extremely important layer of Georgian folklore that keeps
track of the ancient faith and conceptions. At the same time it provides an interesting
material concerning the ideological peculiarities existing in that period. Animal epic in
itself involves the segment of animal tales, cumulative tales about animals and
etiological narratives. As is known, the etiological narrative tells us about the origin
of things or events and is based on the principle of a myth. ‘In Georgian etiological
narrative several groups can be distinguished. These tales include the stories about
1. the origin of various creatures; 2. the reason of their appearance 3. the distinctive
traits of the characters’ (R. Cholokashvili).

This time we are interested in the story categorized under the first group —
namely, in the legend about the origin of the owls, which is based on the similar story
of the origin of golden oriole and cuckoo and reflects the problem of the relationship
between a step-child and step-mother.

It is believed that literary reproduction of the animal epos started when “A
Book of Wisdom of Fiction” by Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani was written and Georgian
translation of ‘Kilila and Damana’ and other works of this type were written. In this
regard, it is particularly important to record and publish folkloric samples of the 19"
century, as well as to print them in a processed form. Generally it should be noted
that the use of folk material in the literary texts has an ancient history. Through
transformation a theme of the myth may become relevant for a hagiographic literary
work. From the second half of the 19® century intensification of folkloric activity.
contribntions and commitments of Georgian writers in this regard was remarkabhle
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Raphael Eristavi had recorded and published the etiologic work about the origin of
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the owls in “Kavkaz’. Supposedly, Vazha-Pshavela and Shic Aragvispireli shou
been aware of it.

In 1909 Vazha-Pshavela published a story — “How Did Owls Appear on the
Earth?” and in 1910 Shio Aragvispireli - ‘Long-eared Owls’. Both writers had used
the same original story. Typological analysis of the texts well illustrates what and
how each author deliberately has altered. If Vazha based his work on ‘the tragic
philosophy of not being able to overcome barriers’ (T. Kurdovanidze ), ‘Long-eared
Owls’ by Shio Aragvispireli focused on the issue of dehumanization. However, in
both cases a literary discourse of transforming a person into a bird carries the tendency

of a social crisis.
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