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DIANA MOSESHVILI
ARABIC IN THE NORTH CAUCASUS

North Caucasus is one of the big hearths of the Muslim-Arab cultural traditions.
The Arabic language has played important role in the development of the North
Caucasus peoples’ national cultures.

By the mid-7" century Dagestan had been an important strategic region
protecting the Caucasus from the Khazar invasions. The north borderline of the
caliphate went at Derbent, the defense of the region was a matter of great significance
for the Arabs.

Northern Caucasus presented territories important in economic terms as well.
Strong connections between the Volga Valley and the neighborhood with the east
European countries, middle Asia, and the Middle East urged Arabs to gain footage in
the countries of the Caspian Sea basin and on the trade routes running along the
west coastline of the Caspian Sea. Ruling the east Caucasus meant creating conditions
for the free exploitation of the rich Caucasian and Middle East lands.

The first waves of the Arabic culture and language region spread to the
Caucasus in the seventh century during the early Muslim conquests; Arabic writing
system reached in the 8" -9* cc. during the early Abbasids periods. In Dagestan with
Derbent and its surrounding territories, which had been settled with Arabs, the process
might have begun even earlier than that.

Arabic never succeeded enough to become the Lingua Franca for the North
Caucasus peoples. Only the educated part of the population, so called “the scholars”
could use it in the correspondence and administration. Arabic was the language of
instruction and the religion. It was also used in personal letters.

The 19% century saw a very active process of familiarizing Arabic among the
North Caucasus population particularly during Imam Shamil and the Caucasian wars,
when Arabic became the common language for communication among the peoples
living in the area.

After the Russian revolution of 1917 Arabic language ceascd to function as
the language of communication between the different peoples of the North Caucasus.
The time of its historical and cultural mission has elapsed.
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