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NIKOLOZ OTINASHVILI

ON ORTHOGRAPHIC AND MORPHOLOGICAL PECULIARITIES OF
WRITING OF THE LIAKHVI VALLEY

The Georgian language is distinguished by its stability but its variety can be
found in each epoch. The variety of form we can see mostly in the literature of the
16-18* centuries, in manuscripts and historical documents. By this time the new
Georgian literary language is already distinguished and formed its appearance. Sulkhab-
Saba Orbrlini, David Guramishvili, Vakhtabg VI and others in their works developed
the new literary language which is clearly seen in their writings, and this was very
important for the history of the literary language.

For the above mentioned period, the data of monuments existed in Liakhvi
Valley was very important, because in terms ot language peculiarities it contained
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It should be taken into consideration that the names of the Georgian kings
Rostem, queen Mariam, Teimuraz I, Vakhtang VI connected with their epigraphic
inscription are also very important.

To the east of the town of Tskhinvali, on the left side of the river Liakhvi,
there is the church of Saint George, where there is an inscription that tells us that
monument was restored by the queen Mariam in the middle of the 17" century.

The letters existed in that inscription such as f, or opi (A), or iota (A) shows
that by that time the old writing was still used. But next to the old writing the new
ones began to appear, with its new phonetic and morphological forms in the old
district of Tskhinvali, on the right side of the river Liakhvi, there is a church of Saint
Mariam where we can see the old inscription dated to 1718 written in old Georgian
language. '

In the Liakhvi Valley we can find a monastery built in the 13* century. There
we can find a grave with the inscription of the old Georgian dated to 1689. The
inscription informs us that there was buried the son of the King Rostom. In the
inscription we run up the forms of old and new Georgian language. The same can be
said about the lexical forms.

The information about the inscriptions written on the monuments of the Liakhvi
Valley and their research is a matter of great importance for the further scientific

studies.
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